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BRAZIL. 

By  Vice  Consul   Riclsard  I'.   Momsen,   Rio   <Ie   Janeiro. 

The  year  of  1917  was  the  greatest  war  year  for  Brazil's  advance- 
ment in  economic  and  commercial  development,  and  conditions  were 
generally  better  than  they  have  been  during  any  year  since  the 
economic  crisis  of  1913  and  1914.  It  will  be  remembered  that  during 
those  years  the  depressed  condition  of  business  in  the  country  was 
due  to  the  withholding  of  European  capital  and  the  demands  for  the 
liquidation  of  outstanding  accounts,  the  restrictions  upon  the  ordi- 
nary credits  extended  in  Brazilian  operations,  the  maturity  of  certain 
foreign  loans,  and  the  sudden  decline  in  foreign  markets  of  prices  of 
important  Brazilian  staples,  all  of  these  conditions  being  accentuated 
by  the  outbreak  of  the  European  Avar.  Inasmuch  as  the  stability  of  the 
Republic  depends  largely  upon  the  receipts  of  export  taxes  collected 
by  the  several  States  and  upon  import  duties  levied  by  the  Federal 
Government,  the  decline  in  foreign  trade  had  its  immediate  effect 
upon  the  whole  economic  structure  of  the  country.  Obligations  in- 
curred in  subsidies  for  railway  construction  and  other  improvements 
were  met  with  payments  in  bonds  and  paper  money,  resulting  in  a  de- 
preciated currency,  which  aggravated  the  situation.  The  rapid  ex- 
pansion which  had  been  going  on,  followed  by  a  sudden  contraction, 
made  the  reaction  so  much  more  perceptible. 
Credit  of  the  Republic  Maintained — Favored  Trade  Balance. 

Fortunately  for  Brazil,  its  credit  of  the  past,  which  had  been  main- 
tained by  punctual  payments  of  loans,  was  maintained  to  the  point 
where  outstanding  loans  were  extended  on  "  funding  "  arrangements. 
The  expenditures  of  governmental  administration  were  reduced,  and, 
although  much  paper  money  was  issued,  conditions  gradually  im- 
proved. Although  the  war  brought  on  great  difficulties  and  respon- 
sibilities, at  the  same  time  it  presented  great  possibilities. 

A  number  of  Brazilian  vessels  had  made  regular  voyages  to 
Europe,  and  lucrative  freights  were  carried  in  Brazilian  bottoms 
until  Germany's  submarine  activities  brought  about  a  crisis  which 
resulted  in  Brazil's  breaking  off  diplomatic  relations  with  that 
country;  on  October  26,  1917,  a  state  of  war  between  Brazil  and 
Germany  was  declared. 

Although  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  the  trade  in  BraziFs 
principal  articles  of  foreign  commerce — coffee  and  rubber — contin- 
ued during  1917,  sufficient  impulse  had  already  been  given  by  the 
European  war  to  an  expansion  of  agricultural  activities  to  make 
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itself  felt  in  the  final  favorable  trade  balance  of  the  country  when 
the  year  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  Republic  during  the  five  years  1913 
to  1917,  inclusive,  together  with  the  trade  balance  of  each  year,  was 
as  follows: 


Items. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

$313,628,078 
326,02.5,511 

8221,539,029 

165,746,688 

$255,658,826 
145,749,024 

8205,801,811 
194,582,153 

$284,113,693 

209, 434, 487 

-12,397,433 

+55, 792, 341 

+  109,909,802 

+71,219,658 

+74,679,206 

a  Favorable  balance  expressed  by  +;  unfavorable  by  — . 

The  trade  balance  during  1917,  amounting  to  $74,679,206,  com- 
pares favorably  with  those  of  previous  years,  except  during  1915, 
when  an  unusually  large  favorable  balance  resulted  from  diminished 
imports  due  to  the  still  existing  pre-war  stocks  of  imported  mer- 
chandise. The  average  c.  i.  f.  price  per  ton  of  merchandise  imported 
has  advanced  very  rapidly  since  1913,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
average  f.  o.  b.  ton-value  received  for  exports  remained  practically 
stationary,  showing  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  favorable  trade 
balance. 

New  Products  Enter  into  Export  Trade. 

Coffee  figured  as  80  per  cent  of  Brazil's  entire  exports  during  a 
given  year,  but  the  former  strength  of  this  staple  is  not  being  re- 
attained;  although  in  1916  shipments  amounted  to  52.2  per  cent  of 
the  total  exports,  in  1917  they  had  been  reduced  to  38.7  per  cent. 
Even  so,  coffee  is  the  dominating  staple  in  Brazil's  foreign  trade. 
The  decline  also  applies  to  rubber,  the  economic  barometer  of  the 
Amazon  Valley,  the  exports  of  which  in  past  years  amounted  to  15 
to  18  per  cent  of  the  country's  total  shipments,  but  which  during  1917 
figured  only  as  12  per  cent.  The  same  condition  seems  to  have  pre- 
vailed with  other  of  Brazil's  former  principal  exports — herva  matte, 
cacao,  tobacco,  carnauba  wax,  and  skins — none  of  which  seem  to 
have  been  stimulated  by  war  conditions. 

This  anomaly  has  been  made  up  by  what  may  be  termed  "  new  " 
articles  of  export,  particularly  chilled  beef,  manganese  ore,  rice, 
corn,  oil  fruits,  sugar,  potatoes,  lumber,  and  mandioca  flour;  they 
are  not  all  entirely  new  in  the  export  trade,  but  it  is  only  recently 
that  they  have  been  forging  to  the  front  in  comparative  importance. 

Government  Assists  in  Moving  Crops. 

Although  European  capital  and  European  immigration  were  no 
longer  forthcoming,  much  agricultural  expansion  took  place  in  1917; 
cultivation  of.  such  products  as  rice,  corn,  and  potatoes,  for  whicn 
Brazil  was  formerly  dependent  on  foreign  sources,  was  begun  on 
such  a  large  scale  that'  not  only  the  country's  needs  were  supplied, 
but  a  large  exportable  surplus  was  available.  The  need  of  credit 
expansion  was  to  some  extent  met  by  Government  aid  to  the  Bank  of 
Brazil,  but  the  emitting  powers  of  that  institution  are  generally 
regarded  as  being  too  restricted  for  the  country's  general  welfare. 
The  Government  assisted  the  State  of  Silo  Paulo  in  moving  the 
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coffee  crop  by  granting-  a  credit  of  150,000  contos  (about  $37,500,000). 
Toward  the  end  of  the  year  authority  was  given  to  the  Bank  of  Brazil 
to  assist  the  rubber-producing  section  of  the  country.  The  Federal 
and  State  Governments,  through  committees  of  domestic  production, 
have  done  much  to  stimulate  production  by  stabilizing  and  readjust- 
ing freight  rates,  hy  distributing  seeds,  and  other  similar  measures. 
In  spite  of  the  desire  to  curtail  Government  expenditures,  revenues 
were  so  reduced  that,  a  deficit  was  inevitable.  Such  a  deficit  was  to 
be  met  under  arrangements  with  the  French  Government  for  the  leas- 
ing of  certain  ex-German  vessels  which  had  been  taken  over  by  the 
Brazilian  Government  and  turned  over  to  France. 

Customs  Receipts  Show  Decline. 

Domestic  industries,  thriving  through  war  conditions,  were  the 
sources  of  considerable  revenue  and  offset  the  diminished  receipts 
from  customs  duties.  The.  customs  duties  in  1011  amounted  to 
00.561,180  milreis  in  gold  ($33,068,712  in  United  States  currency) 
and  97,652,915  milreis  in  paper  ($21,113,228)  ;  thev  declined  in  1917 
to  56,602,582  milreis  in  gold  ($30,905,009)  and  18412,669  milreis  in 
paper  ($12,018,187).  Internal-revenue  tax  receipts,  however,  showed 
a  very  satisfactory  increase  in  1911  from  52,210,523  milreis  in  paper 
($13,060,130)  to  114,819,465  milreis  in  paper  ($28,704,866)  during 
1917.  The  "funding"  loan,  while  naturally  avoiding  expenditures 
during  1918,  increased  the  foreign  debt  during  1917  by  3,175,770 
pounds  sterling  ($15,151,880).  In  1917  expenses  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Government  amounted  to  109,351,953  milreis  in  gold 
($59,706,166)  and  524,420,271  milreis  in  paper  ($131,105,067).  Credit 
operations  required  11,256,535  milreis  in  gold  ($6,116,067).  Ordi- 
nary receipts  produced  66,245,463  milreis  in  gold  ($36,170,022)  and 
358^489,969  milreis  in  paper  ($89,622,492).  The  deficit  was  met  by 
issuing  paper  money.  Treasury  notes,  and  other  forms  of  credit  paper. 

The  internal-revenue  taxes  collected  during  1917  given  below  indi- 
cate, to  a  certain  measure,  the  importance  of  the  industries  upon 
which  these  taxes  are  levied: 


Commodity. 

Revenue. 

Commodity. 

Revenue. 

Commodity. 

Revenue. 

$4,836,137 
6,830,662 
4, 290.54S 
1,435,300  ! 
1,011,279  1 
521,544  | 

$101, 31S 

114.325 

7,  245 

5, 568, 397 

9,500 

13,710 

126,211 

861,550 

14, 125 

China  and  glassware. 

5161,005 
139, 418 

Foreign  wines 

Roasted  coffee 

Butter 

756,  3 s0 

Salt 

Textiles 

358, 195 

98,21S 

Total 

2S,  704, S66 

442,413 
1,018,380  j 

Gramophone  disks.. 

Banking  Conditions  Show  Improvement. 

Banking  conditions  showed  improvement  through  the  year  1917. 
In  January  the  total  cash  in  the  various  Rio  de  Janeiro  banks 
amounted  to  132,743,914  milreis  ($33,185,978  in  United  States  cur- 
rency), whereas  in  December  the  total  was  131,221,817  milreis  ($33,- 
555,454) .  Bills  discounted  during  January  were  valued  at  106,013,850 
milreis  ($26,503,462)  and  in  December  at  113,612,119  milreis  ($35,- 
910.529).  Bills  receivable  and  for  collection  amounted  to  130,700,073 
milreis  ($32,675,018)  in  January  and  increased  to  115,629,990  milreis 
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($36,407,497)  in  December.  Time  deposits  are  given  as  46,066,205 
milreis  ($11,516,551)  and  55,338,661  milreis  ($13,834,665)  in  the  last 
month  of  the  year.  In  1916  the  total  banking  resources  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  were  3,944,950.000  milreis  ($986,237,500) ,  which  in  December, 
1917,  increased  to  4,625,361,000  milreis  ($1,156,340,250). 

Rural  Cr-edits  Needed. 

The  establishment  of  a  system  of  agricultural  credits  was  agitated 
very  considerably  during  1917.  Although  the  Government  granted 
financial  assistance  to  the  coffee  and  rubber  zones,  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  rural  credits  should  be  provided  for  on  a  greater  scale. 
A  bill  before  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  central  agricultural 
credit  bank  failed  to  pass,  but  the  President  was  authorized  to  estab- 
lish rural  credits  to  the  amount  of  20,000,000  milreis  (about  $5,- 
000,000  in  American  currency).  The  President,  in  January,  1918. 
availed  himself  of  this  limited  legislative  enactment.  Legislation  in 
the  United  States  on  this  subject  is  pointed  out  as  an  object  lesson 
for  Brazil  to  follow. 

Following  the  entrance  upon  a  state  of  belligerency  considerable 
legislation  was  enacted  and  much  governmental  activity  shown  witli 
a  view  to  stimulating  agricultural,  pastoral,  and  industrial  produc- 
tion in  the  country.  The  Committee  of  Domestic  Production  under- 
took a  large  program  of  distribution  of  seeds  and  agricultural  bulle- 
tins, especially  for  the  production  of  rice,  corn,  beans,  and  wheat. 
Free  transportation  of  breeding  stock  and  agricultural  implements 
on  Government  railways  was  introduced.  A  number  of  agricultural 
stations  were  established. 
Fluctuation  of  Brazilian  Exchange. 

Below  is  shoAvn  the  fluctuations  of  Brazilian  exchange  during 
1917,  figures  being  given  for  exchange  on  London  and  New  York. 
The  New  York  statistics  show  the  number  of  paper  milreis  to  the 
American  dollar  required  to  purchase  drafts  and  those  on  London 
the  number  of  pence  received  per  paper  milreis  in  purchasing  drafts. 

January — minimum,  London  11  15/62d.,  Now  York  4.245  milreis ;  maximum, 
London  11  53/64d.,  New  York  4.298  milreis. 

February — minimum,  London  11  45/64d.,  New  York  4.259  milreis ;  maximum. 
London  ll*29/32d.,  N,ew  York  4.360  milreis. 

March — minimum,   London  11   11/lGd.,  New 
London  11  51/64d.,  New  York  4.341  milreis. 

April — minimum,    London    11   23/32d.,    New 
London  12  45/G4d.,  New  York  4.422  milreis. 

May — minimum,   London   12   55/64cl.,   New 
London  13  17/32d.,  New  York  3.977  milreis. 

June — minimum,    London    12    ll/32d,    New 
London  13  47/64d.,  New  York  3.S15  milreis. 

July— minimum,    London    12    9/lGd.,    New 
London  13  5/Sd.,  New  York  4.0G6  milreis. 

August — minimum,  London  12  4/G4d.,  New 
London  13  3/32d.,  New  York  3.983  milreis. 

September — minimum,  London  12  19/32d.,  Ne 
London  12  15/lGd.,  New  York  4.023  milreis. 

October — minimum,  London  12  27/32d.,  New  York  3.S87  milreis;  maximum, 
London  13d.,  New  York  3.960  milreis. 

November — minimum,  London  12  27/32d..  New  York  3.785  milreis ;  maximum, 
London  13  25/64d.,  New  York  3.950  milreis. 

December— minimum,  London  13  9/32d.,  New  York  3.712  milreis;  maximum, 
Jondon  13  21/32d.,  New  York  3.810  milreis. 


York  4.302 

milreis ; 

maximum. 

York   4.031 

milreis ; 

maximum, 

York    3.744 

milreis ; 

maximum. 

York    3.714 

milreis ; 

maximum, 

York    3.7G0 

milreis; 

maximum, 

York  3.S95 

milreis ; 

maximum, 

)W  York  3.905  milreis  ; 

;  maximum, 

BRAZIL. 


Increase  of  Paper  Money  in  Circulation. 

The  constantly  increasing  amount  of  paper  currency  and  notes  of 
the  Conversion  Office  in  circulation  is  shown  by  the  following  table : 


Year. 

Paper  money. 

Notes. 

Hilreis. 

U.S.  dollars. 

Milrcis. 

U.  S.  dolors. 

1906 

664, 792, 961 

621,005,256 

601,488,304 

1,122,559,762 

1,389,414,967 

166,198,240' 
155,251,313 
150,372,075 
280,630,940 
347, 353, 742 

37,271,900 
303,990,250 
295,347,400 
94,559,930 
94,559,933 

9,417,975 
75,997,562 
73, 83:i,  850 

1910 

1913 

1916 v 

1917 

23,.639, 982 
23, 639, 9S2 

The  principal  operations  illustrating  this  increase  were  the  fol- 
lowing : 


Items. 

Paper  milreis. 

U.  S.  dollars. 

Paper  money  in  circulation  on  Aug.  31,  1898 

78S,364,615 
188,023,894 

197, 091, 153 

Retired  from  circulation  up  to  July  31, 1914 

47,005,973 

In  circulation  on  July  31,  1914 

600,340,721 

150, 085, 180 

Issued  between  Aug.  26, 1914,  and  Dec.  31. 1917 

800,000,000 
10, 925, 754 

200, 000, 000 

Redeemed  between  Aug.  1,  1914,  and  Dec.  31,  1917 

2,731,433 

Net  increase 

789,074,246 

197,20S.562 

in  circulation  on  Dec.  31, 1917 

1,389,414,967 

347, 353, 742 

Federal  District  Creates  Export  Tax — Cost  of  Living1. 

In  order  to  meet  the  increasing  expenditures  of  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict, the  Municipal  Council  in  1917,  for  the  first  time,  enacted  a 
measure  levying  export  taxes  on  goods  produced  in  the  district.  The 
law  met  with  bitter  opposition  among  merchants  of  all  classes,  and 
the  question  is  now  before  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  decided  on 
constitutional  issues.  Certainly  one  of  the  principal  difficulties  of 
Brazil's  development  is  the  barrier  of  State  export  taxes,  which 
are  the  chief  source  of  revenue  of  the  States.  There  has  been  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  either  eliminate  or  reduce  these  taxes,  but  with  the 
application  of  similar  taxation  in  the  Federal  District,  certainly 
this  movement  has  been  checked.  It  is  generally  believed  that  as 
Rio  de  Janeiro  is  the  center  of  distribution  of  imported  merchandise, 
and  as  its  manufacturing  activities  are  increasing,  it  should  be  left 
as  free  as  possible  of  the  burden  of  export  taxes. 

Prices  of  the  necessities  of  life  naturally  rose  during  1917,  owing 
largely  to  increased  exports,  which  have  depleted  stocks  for  domestic 
consumption,  and  to  a  certain  amount  of  speculation  which  has 
been  prevalent.  The  following  table  shows  the  wholesale  average 
prices  during  the  first  and  last  months  of  the  year : 


Commodity. 


January. 


December. 


Rice,  00  kilos: 

Superior 

Special 

Good 

Codfish,  box 

Codfish,  tubs 

Lard,  box  of  60  kilos. . . 
Lard,  tins  of  20  kilos. . . 
Domestic  potatoes,  kilo 
Onions,  per  100 


S6.  75  • 

7.50  ■ 

6.00  - 

.  025- 

17.  50  - 

21.25  - 

13.  50  - 

.025- 

.45- 


47.  25 
•  9.50 

■  6.50 

■  .02S 
20. 00 
23.03 
23.03 

.03 
.50 


5S. 00  -«8. 50 
8.75  -11.50 
7. 25  -  7. 75 

-    .05 

-40.00 

29. 75  -30. 03 

26. 25  -30. 03 

.04  -    .06 

. 65  -    .75 
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Commodity. 


December. 


Flour,  wheat ,  sack  of  41  kilos 

Flour,  mar.dioca,  sack  of  43  kilos: 

Special 

Fine 

Refined 

Coarse 

Black  beans,  sack  of  60  kilos,  Porto  Alcgrc 

Kerosene,  box 

Butter,  kilo 

Salt,  sack  of  60  kilos: 

Cape  Frio 

Northern  ports 

Rio  Grande  wine,  pipe 

Sugar,  per  Iciio: 

White  crystal 

Yellow 

Third  grade 

Mascavo 

Mascavinho 


$5.  50  -$7. 00 

5. 40  -  5.  50 
5. 00  -  5. 125 
4. 50  -  4.  635 
4.  25  -  4. 375 
5. 40  -  5. 50 

4.175- 

.90  -  1.00 

2.25  - 

2.30  - 

. 05  -  .  055 

.  165-  .  177 

.  14  -  .  145 

.165-  .17 

.0S7-  .095 

.107-  .145 


Legislation  Arising  Oiit  of  Brazil's  Belligerency. 

Although  perhaps  more  appropriately  a  part  of  the  political  re- 
view of  Brazilian  affairs,  the  state  of  belligerency  has  such  a  marked 
effect  upon  commercial  and  economic  conditions  that  it  may  be  well 
to  review  the  march  of  events  of  Brazil's  international  status. 
Brazil's  neutrality  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Ger- 
many had  already  been  declared,  when  repeated  destruction  of  Bra- 
zilian merchant  vessels  in  European  waters  through  Germaivy's  il- 
legal submarine  warfare  led  to  the  revocation  of  neutrality  on  June 
1,  1917.  The  same  act  of  Congress  authorized  the  utilization  of  Ger- 
man merchant  vessels  in  Brazilian  ports  and  declared  that  the  coun- 
try would  adhere  to  the  principles  and  attitude  of  the  United  States 
in  the  present  war.  On  August  16,  1917,  the  President  Avas  author- 
ized to  take  necessary  steps  for  the  fomenting  of  domestic  production. 

German37's  ruthless  submarine  warfare  increased  the  destruction  of 
Brazilian  vessels  and  on  October  2G  a  state  of  war  between  Brazil  and 
Germany  was  declared  by  Congress.  The  President  was  authorized 
to  declare  martial  law  in  such  parts  of  the  Republic  as  he  might  deem 
necessary,  owing  to  the  large  enemy  population  residing  in  certain 
parts  of  the  country.  Contracts  between  enemy  subjects  and  the 
Brazilian  Government  were  rescinded.  Commercial  transactions  of 
any  kind  between  Brazilian  citizens  and  enemy  subjects  in  foreign 
countries  were  prohibited.  Wide  powers  were  given  to  the  execu- 
tive relating  to  enemy  property,  but  thus  far  these  powers  have  not 
been  used.  Enemy  insurance  companies  and  banks  wTere  placed  under 
Government  fiscalization,  by  laws  enacted  on  November  9  and  13, 
1917,  respectively.  By  a  decree  of  December  3,  1917,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  was  authorized  to  sign  an  agreement  with  France  for  the 
loan  of  30  ex-German  merchant  vessels  which  had  been  apprehended 
in  Brazilian  ports.  The  law  of  August  10.  1917,  gave  the  President 
power  to  take  measures  for  the  exploitation  of  coal  deposits,  the  de- 
velopment of  the  iron  and  steel  industry,  and  the  stimulation  of  the 
merchant  marine. 
Civil  Code  Becomes  Operative. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  civil  code,  Brazilian  jurisprudence  en- 
tered into  a  new  epoch.  Although  the  Brazilian  constitution  wras 
modeled  upon  that  of  the  United  States,  there  is  a  radical  difference 
between  the  two  systems  of  law  in  that  the  positive  law — civil,  coin- 
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mercial,  and  penal — is  federal  and  therefore  uniform  throughout  the 
Republic,  whereas  adjective  law — the  law  of  procedure — is  enacted 
by  the  several  States.  After  many  years  of  preparation,  what  is 
generally  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  civil  codes  in  existence  be- 
came operative  in  Brazil  on  January  1,  1917.  This  superseded  the 
mass  of  laws  inherited  from  Portugal  and  from  other  sources.  The 
leading  jurists  of  the  country  participated  in  its  preparation,  and, 
although  questions  are  naturally  arising  for  judicial  determination, 
it  is  considered  a  great  advancement  over  the  conditions  which 
existed  previously  in  the  field  of  civil  law  in  this  country.  The  code 
consists  of  1,80G  articles,  being  divided  into  an  introduction,  a  gen- 
eral part  (which  in  turn  consists  of  three  books),  and  a  special  part. 
Among  the  most  important  subjects  covered  by  the  code  are  those 
referring  to  legal  capacity;  the  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths;  juristic  persons  and  organizations;  domicile;  real  and  per- 
sonal poperty;  homestead  (a  new  institution  in  Brazilian  law); 
legal  acts;  domestic  relations;  copyright  (which  was  formerly  very 
deficient);  mortgages;  contracts;  wills  and  the  administration  of 
estates.  Extensive  commentaries  are  being  prepared  b}T  eminent 
jurists  on  this  important  piece  of  legislation. 

Construction  of  Railways  During  1917. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  number  of  kilometers  (1  kilo- 
meter=0.021  mile)  of  railways  in  operation,  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  the  projects  of  which  had  been  approved,  on  December  31, 
1916: 


Railways. 


Administered  by  the  Government... 

Leased 

Concession  with  guaranty  of  interest 

Without  guaranty  of  interest 

All  other 

Total 


In 
operation. 


Kilometers. 
5, 865 
8,673 
4,065 
2,0.54 
6, 951 


Under  con-  j    Project  s 
st  ruction,     approved. 


Kilometers.  |  Kilometers. 
1,644  2,179 

1,288  2,911 

2,889  1,747 

390 

357  332 


27, 60S 


7,559 


Total. 


Kilometers. 
9,6SS 
12, 872 
8,700 
2,444 
7,041 


41,345 


During  1917  a  total  of  518.413  kilometers  (322  miles)  of  railroad 
construction  Mas  completed  and  put  into  service.  This  insignificant 
increase  of  mileage  is  attributable  to  the  general  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  avoid  new  projects  involving  large  expenditures,  to- 
gether with  the  difficulties  of  importing  rails  and  the  high  prices  of 
rolling  stock  and  railway  materials  of  all  kinds. 

Operation  of  the  Central  Railway  of  Brazil. 

The  mileage  of  the  Central  Railway  of  Brazil,  the  most  important 
Government-owned  line,  was  2,350  kilometers  at  the  end  of  1917,  as 
compared  with  2.290  kilometers  in  1914,  showing  only  a  very  slight 
increase.  The  freight  carried,  however,  increased  from  1,386,080 
tons  in  1911  to  2,278,000  tons  in  1917.  The  receipts  of  the  road  in- 
creased from  40,866,711  milreis  ($10,216,678  in  United  States  cur- 
rency )  to  55,797.177  milreis  ($13,949,294)  in  1917. 

During  1917  the  road  hauled  568,883  tons  of  manganese  ore,  all  of 
which  was  exported  to  the  United  States.  This  was  29  per  cent  more 
than  the  amount  hauled  during  1916.  On  June  5,  1917,  a  general 
increase  of  20  per  cent  was  announced  on  the  freight  rates  owing  to 
the  increased  price  of  maintenance  materials,  especially  fuel.    The 
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products  of  truck  farming  and  the  fares  on  suburban  trains  were  not 
effected  by  this  order.  On  April  17,  1917,  the  freight  on  manganese 
ore  was  raised  to  15  milreis  (about  $3.75  in  United  States  currency) 
per  ton  on  a  500-kilometer  run,  which  was  again  advanced  to  18 
milreis  (about  $4.50)  by  the  general  20  per  cent  increase  above  men- 
tioned. On  December  1,  1917,  the  freight  rate  on  wood  for  fuel  pur- 
poses was  increased  28  per  cent.  The  road  again  showed  a  large  deficit 
in  1917,  the  total  receipts  amounting  to  55,645,740  milreis  ($13,911,- 
435),  or  9,444,066  milreis  ($2,361,016)  more  than  in  1916,  while  the 
expenses  of  maintenance  totaled  72,685,500  milreis  ($18,171,375), 
of' which  34,880,900  milreis  ($8,720,225)  went  to  employees  and 
37,804,600  milreis  ($9,451,150)  was  expended  for  materials.  Of  the 
latter  item,  28,483,730  milreis  ($7,120,932)  was  required  for  fuel. 
The  establishment  of  a  coal  pulverization  plant,  for  the  utilization 
of  Brazilian  coal,  was  begun  on  April  23,  1917,  and  completed  on 
August  22,  1917.  By  the  end  of  the  year  12  locomotives  equipped 
to  burn  pulverized  coal  had  been  received  from  the  United  States, 
the  cost  of  these  and  the  plant  amounting  to  1,941,486  milreis 
($485,371).  At  the  end  of  1917,  the  road  possessed  245  wood-burning 
locomotives,  12  equipped  for  burning  pulverized  coal,  26  oil-burning 
engines,  and  198  using  coal. 

Great  Activity  in  Brazilian  Shipping. 

Formerly  Brazilian  shipping  was  engaged  almost  entirely  in  the 
coastwise  trade,  but  owing  to  the  general  scarcity  of  tonnage  through- 
out the  world  the  Brazilian  flag  may  now  be  seen  very  frequently  in 
foreign  waters.  The  Cia.  Commercio  e  Navegacivo  commenced  send- 
ing ships  to  Europe  in  1915,  most  of  them  plying  between  French 
ports  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Santos.  Three  of  this  company's  ves- 
sels were  submarined.  The  Lloyd  Brazileiro  Line  also  sent  a  number 
of  steamers  to  European  ports  in  1917.  and  the  Lloyd  Nacional 
established  a  regular  service  with  Italian  ports.  Each  of  these  two 
companies  lost  one  vessel  through  enemy  submarine  activities. 

Brazilian  coastwise  trade  during  1917  is  illustrated  by  the  follow- 
ing statistics  of  the  traffic  of  the  principal  lines  engaged  in  this  trade: 


Lines. 


Number  of 

Metric 

packages. 

tons. 

6. 843. 271 

301,740 

8, 648, 148 

332, 095 

809,299 

81,779 

P3S,  091 

37,431 

158,710 

16,343 

409,5.68 

29, 400 

196, 982 

7,228 

97,147 

3,913 

Freight 

charges. 


Lloyd  Brazileiro 

Cia.'  Nacional  de  Navegacao  Costeira 

Cia.  Commercio  e  Navegacao 

Cia.  Navegafao  Sao  Joao  da  Barra  e  Campos. 

Empresa  Brazileira  de  Navegacao 

Empresa  de  Navegacao  Hoepcke 

Cia.  de  Navegacao  do  Maranhao 

Empresa  de  Navegacao  Richard  Paul 


S5,727,4S1 
4,837,015 

590, 148 

251,424 

So. 186 

155, 762 

07,671 

10, 860 


Lloyd  Brazilerio  Line  Revenues  Increase. 

The  movement  of  freight  and  the  receipts  of  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro 
(Government-owntjd)  Steamship  Line  and  other  lines  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Government  were  as  follows  during  the  four- 
year  period  ending  December  31,  1917: 


Year. 

Number  of 
packages. 

Metric 

tons. 

freight 

changes. 

)0!  1                                         

2VJir,,4s2 
29, 366, 167 
28,413,936 
28, 146, 004 

1,137,592 
1,506,985 
1,566,718 
1,473,361 

$7,061,607 

1915 

11,828,922 

1.1.; 

18,372,776 

1917 

28,312,780 

EEAZIL. 


9 


The  particulars  of  the  administration  of  the  Government-owned 
Lloyd  Brazileiro  Steamship  Line  during  1917,  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  are  as  follows : 


Item. 


Number  of  round  trips 
made 

Number  of  miles  trav- 
eled   

First-class  passengers . . . 

Third-class  passengers. . 

Receipts  for  passenger 
traffic 

Number  of  packages 
carried 

Tons  of  freight  trans- 
ported  


1916 


1,762 

3, 128. 094 
95,731 
110, 631 

$2, 507, 138 

28,413,930 

1,560,718 


1,911 

3,189,123 
99, 243 
89, 023 

82, 537, 799 

28, 146,  CC4 

1,473,301 


Item. 


Freight  received  on 
cargo 

Freight  received  on 
livestock 

Tons  of  coal  consumed. . 

Tons  of  wood  consumed. 

Liters  of  lubricants 
consumed 

Kilos  of  waste  con- 
sumed  


$18,372,776 

$42,021 
313, 704 
95,729 

400, 504 

49,071 


$2S,242,7S0 

$44,576 
319,053 
109, 123 

398, 200 

40,870 


Postal  Service.    . 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during  1917  were 
10,100,000  milreis  ($2,525,000  in  United  States  currency),  as  com- 
pared with  14,000,000  milreis  ($3,500,000)  during  1916  and 
10,062,391  milreis  ($2,515,598)  during  1915. 

During  1917  the  Post  Office  Department  dispatched  4,580,187 
sacks  of'mail,  received  3.825,710,  and  handled  2,754,987  in  transit. 
The  number  of  pieces  of  registered  and  unregistered  mail  matter 
handled  was  165,574,299;  the  sum  of  314,576  milreis  ($78,644)  was 
derived  from  fees  collected  on  274,420  money  orders. 

A  postal-money-order  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
P>razil  is  a  much-felt  want.  Under  present  conditions  the  only 
method  of  transmitting  small  sums  to  the  United  States  is  by  bank 
draft,  and  local  banks  are  reluctant  to  issue  drafts  for  small  amounts 
and  usually  do  so  only  as  a  matter  of  accommodation  to  business  cus- 
tomers. As  a  result  many  persons  who  would  readily  subscribe  to 
numerous  magazines  and  trade  journals  in  the  United  States,  or  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  American  mer- 
chandise for  individual  use,  to  be  sent  by  parcel  post,  are  deprived 
of  carrying  out  these  desires.  Thus  much  propaganda,  through  a 
more  liberal  distribution  of  American  periodicals,  is  made  impossible. 
Brazilian  Telegraph  Lines  Show  Increased  Operations. 

The  Government  telegraph  lines  during  1917  transmitted  4,082,576 
telegrams  of  93,161,690  words,  as  compared  with  3,974,562  telegrams 
of  77,631,231  words  in  1914. 

During  1917,  1,314  kilometers  of  telegraph  lines  were  constructed 
and  2,218  kilometers  of  additional  wires  strung,  bringing'the  total 
length  of  lines  up  to  39,646  kilometers  and  the  length  of  the  wires 
to  72,658  kilometers.  The  local  pneumatic  service  of  the  Telegraph 
Department  transmitted  1,111,372  communications  during  1917,  as 
compared  with  991,201  during  the  preceding  year.  Owing  to  war 
conditions  during  1917,  only  22,418  radiograms  were  transmitted,  as 
compared  with  29,680  during  1916.  The  total  receipts  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department  were  17,298,361  milreis  ($4,324,590),  as  against 
15,431,215  milreis  ($3,857,803)  during  1916.  The  total  expense  of 
maintenance  rose  from  18,593,706  milreis  ($4,648,426)  in  1916  to 
19,267,269  milreis  ($4,816,817)  in  1917.  The  deficit  incurred  during 
1917  was  only  25  per  cent  of  that  during  either  of  the  years  1913  or 
1914, 
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Bright  Prospects  fer  Meat-Packing  Industry. 

The  cattle  and  meat-packing  industries  continue  to  forge  ahead 
with  every  prospect,  so  that,  before  many  more  years  have  elapsed, 
Brazil  will  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  the 
world's  supply  of  beef.  American  capital  has  not  been  as  easy  to 
obtain  for  application  on  foreign  soil  as  European  capital,  as  Ameri- 
can investors  have  usually  in  the  past  been  conservative  about  engag- 
ing in  large  undertakings  abroad.  If  the  rapidity  with  which 
American  capital  is  investing  millions  of  dollars  in  the  large  modern 
packing  plants  in  Brazil  is  any  criterion  of  the  future  possibilities 
of  this  country  as  a  source  of  beef  for  the  more  densely  populated 
countries  where  grazing  has  been  abandoned  for  agricultural  pur- 
suits, then  Brazil  has  every  prospect  of  developing  an  industry  that 
should  deserve  encouragement  and  assistance  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  here. 

Some  of  these  packing  plants  are  already  in  operation;  and  the 
suddenly  established  export  trade  in  chilled  beef,  creating  a  demand 
for  cattle  which  breeders  have  not  met  with  sufficient  production,  has 
alarmed  many  Brazilian  public  men,  because  local  prices  of  beef 
(which  are  now  perhaps  as  low  as  in  any  country  of  the  world)  have 
commenced  to  rise.  It  seems  inevitable  that  meat  prices  here  should 
increase  as  a  natural  course  of  events,  whether  or  not  an  export 
trade  be  developed,  but  there  is  the  broader  phase  of  the  question 
which  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  namely,  the  certainty  that  with  these 
large  packing  institutions,  the  raising  of  cattle  will  be  stimulated, 
the  hinterland  (now  almost  entirely  undeveloped  and  to  a  great  ex- 
tent unexplored)  will  be  opened  up,  millions  of  acres  which  are  now 
unused  will  be  occupied,  railroads  will  be  required  to  transport  the 
cattle  to  the  packing  centers,  villages  and  cities  will  spring  up  in  the 
interior,  mining  and  other  latent  resources  will  be  developed,  and 
the  general  progress  of  the  country  stimulated  as  perhaps  no  other 
single  industry  can  possibly  hope  to  accomplish. 

National  Cattle  Show. 

In  May,  1917,  the  First  National  Cattle  Show  and  Conference  was 
held  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  at  which  many  of  the  Brazilian  States  were 
represented  with  splendid  specimens  of  imported,  native,  and  cross- 
bred cattle.  Uruguay,  Argentina,  and  the  United  States  sent  offi- 
cial missions  to  attend  the  eventful  occasion.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment provided  for  free  transportation  of  animals  on  exhibition  and 
awarded  about  $20,000  in  premiums.  A  number  of  American  com- 
panies contributed  silver  trophies. 

The  Government  has  imported  a  number  of  pure-bred  animals, 
which  have  been  sold  at  cost  to  breeders,  and  recent  legislation  indi- 
cates that  everything  possible  is  being  done  to  stimulate  cattle  pro- 
duction to  meet  the  demands  of  the  packing  plants  in  operation  and 
in  the  course  of  construction. 
War  Gives  Impetus  to  Certain  Industries. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  authentic  information  available  show- 
ing the  exact  progress  which  was  made  during  1917  in  already  ex- 
isting industries  or  in  the  establishment  of  new  industries  in  Brazil. 
It  is  true,  however,  that  the  war  has  given  great  impetus  to  the 
expansion  of  manufacturing  in  many  lines,  notably  vegetable  dyes, 
toys,  paper,  leather,  shoes,  and  textiles. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  there  "were  10  paper  factories  in  operation, 
4  in  Eio  cle  Janeiro,  4  in  Sao  Paulo,  1  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  and  1  in 
Parana.  Although  the  output  of  these  factories  is  practically  lim- 
ited to  the  manufacture  of  wrapping  paper,  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  when  better  grades  of  paper  will  be  produced  in  Brazilian  mills. 

Tanning  of  leather  is  also  being  done  on  a  greater  scale  than  ever 
before.  According  to  a  report  of  the  Centro  Industrial  do  Brazil 
there  are  87  tanneries  in  the  country,  distributed  among  the  several 
States  as  follows:  Alagoas,  3;  Bahia,  3;  Federal  District,  1;  Minas 
Geraes,  14;  Parahyba  do  Norte,  2;  Parana,  9;  Pernambuco,  2;  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul,  24 ;  Rio  de  Janeiro,  5 ;  Santa  Catharina,  16 ;  Sergipe, 
3;  and  Sao  Paulo,  5.  The  most  recent  statistics  (for  1916)  show 
that  the  capital  invested  in  this  industry  is  11,043,000  milreis 
($2,760,750  in  American  currency),  with  an  annual  production  worth 
22,146,703  milreis  ($5,536,675). 

The  total  number  of  shoe  factories  employing  more  than  12  per- 
sons was  116,  of  which  3  are  located  in  Bahia,  55  in  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict, 6  in  Minas  Geraes,  2  in  Para,  3  in  Parana,  3  in  Pernambuco, 
11  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  2-in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  27  in  Sao  Paulo. 
There  are,  besides,  nearly  5,000  shops  employing  less  than  12  hands. 
These  factories  produce  more  than  13.000,000  pairs  of  shoes  and 
slippers  annually.  By  reason  of  the  high  import  tariff  and  the 
progress  of  the  shoe  industry  (practically  all  of  the  machinery  is 
imported  from  the  United  States),  practically  no  shoes  are  imported 
at  present.  Although  certain  classes  of  fancy  leather  goods  are  still 
imported  in  large  quantities,  saddles,  traveling  bags,  and  similar 
articles  are  practically  all  manufactured  in  the  country  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  manufacture  of  leather  belting  has  only  recently 
begun,  and  the  country  is  still  dependent  upon  foreign  sources  for 
its  supplies. 

Coal  Mining  Encouraged. 

In  the  past,  coal  consumed  in  Brazil  has  always  been  of  foreign 
origin,  and  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  trade  has  shifted  from 
England  to  the  United  States.  With  the  constantly  rising  prices  of 
foreign  coal  and  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  it  at  any  price,  there  have 
been  serious  efforts  to  stimulate  the  coal-mining  industry  in  southern 
Brazil,  the  successful  results  of  which  were  commencing  to  be  felt 
during  1917.  By  various  Government  decrees,  transportation  in  the 
coal-bearing  regions  will  be  improved  by  the  authorizations  of  the 
construction  of  a  railway  from  Paranapanema  to  the  coal  mines  of 
Barra  Bonita  and  Rio  do  Peixe  in  the  State  of  Parana ;  another  de- 
cree authorized  the  purchase  of  special  grates  for  the  application  of 
native  coal  mixed  with  imported  coal;  the  Government  was  author- 
ized to  enter  into  agreements  with  coastwise  steamship  companies  for 
the  transportation  of  coal  at  low  rates;  and  machinery  for  mining, 
preparing,  and  briquetting  of  coal  has  been  placed  on  the  free  list. 
Experiments  made  on  the  Central  Railway  demonstrated  that  do- 
mestic coal  when  properly  prepared  could,  to  a  large  extent,  replace 
imported  coal. 

Fiber  Industry  Lacks  Development. 

It  seems  incredible  that  greater  advancement  has  not  been  made 
in  the  local  application  of  native  fibers.    At  present  the  use  of  fibers 
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is  practically  limited  to  the  manufacture  of  cordage  and  twine.  Con- 
siderable interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  possibilities  of  raising  jute 
in  Brazil,  the  import  of  jute  fiber  being  an  important  debit  item 
in  Brazil's  foreign  trade  b}r  reason  of  the  millions  of  bags  required 
for  the  exportation  of  coffee  and  other  cereals.  Experiments  made 
near  Bio  de  Janeiro  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Society  of 
Agriculture  indicate  successful  results,  but  the  lack  of  cheap  labor, 
such  as  is  to  be  had  in  India,  is  perhaps  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the 
development  of  this  industry.  The  Brazilian  Government  has  sent  a 
special  representative  to  the  Far  East  to  study  the  jute  situation, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  soon  something  may  be  accomplished  in  a  practi- 
cal way  along  this  line.  The  merits  of  numerous  Brazilian  fibers  have 
been  demonstrated,  but  thus  far  their  practical  application  is  very 
limited. 
Measures  Against  Droughts — Commercial  Associations  Active. 

The  service  in  charge  of  measures  against  droughts  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  country  constructed  a  number  of  roads  during 
1917,  established  more  than  2,000  kilometers  of  telegraph  lines,  sunk 
numerous  wells,  and  built  a  number  of  dams.  The  dams  Acarape 
do  Meio  and  Tucunduba,  with  retaining  capacities  of  47,000,000  and 
32,000,000  cubic  meters,  respectively,  are  practically  completed. 
Nineteen  pluviometric  stations  were  inaugurated,  making  a  total  of 
331  established. 

The  year  1917  witnessed  an  awakening  among  Brazilian  commer- 
cial organizations,  which  took  an  active  interest  in  promoting  legis- 
lation to  bring  about  economic  expansion.  The  Commercial  Asso- 
ciation of  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  particularly  active  and  accomplished 
many  laudable  objects.  The  Centro  Industrial,  Liga  do  Commercio, 
National  Society  of  Agriculture,  and  other  equally  important  or- 
ganizations participated  in  this  movement. 

Port  Company's  Receipts — Gas  Supply  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  port  company  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  had  receipts  amounting  to 
7,171,473  milreis  ($1,792,868)  during  1917,  of  which  4,107,171  milreis 
($1,026,792)  were  turned  over  to  the  Government  under  the  terms  of 
the  company's  concession. 

Gas  is  supplied  to  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  the  Societe 
Anonyme  du  Gaz  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,  fiscalized  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Illumination.  In  spite  of  the  great  shortage  of  coal  the  company 
managed  to  maintain  its  service  uninterruptedly  throughout  1917, 
during  which  period  it  imported  88,369  tons  of  coal  from  the  United 
States.  On  December  31,  1917,  the  number  of  gas  lights  for  public 
illumination  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  22,037,  and  the  number  of  elec- 
tric arc  lamps  on  that  date  was  8,919,  or  107  more  than  at  the  end 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  electric  lighting  of  the  city  consumed 
17,213,537  kilowatt  hours,  the  price  being  150  reis  per  kilowatt  hour, 
50  per  cent  payable  in  gold  and  50  per  cent  in  paper,  amounting  to 
nearly   6  cents  in  United   States  currency. 

American  Corporations  Enter  Brazilian  Field. 

Besides  numerous  commercial  agencies  established  by  American 
firms,  the  following  branches  of  corporations  organized  in  the  United 
States  were  authorized  during  1917  to  operate  in  Brazil :  Interna- 
tional Machinery  Co.,  importers  of  automobiles,  textile,  agricultural, 
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and  other  machinery j  United  States  Rubber  Export  Co.,  importers 
of  rubber  goods  of  all  kinds,  being  a  branch  of  the  United  States 
Eubber  Co. ;  Swift  &  Co.,  now  constructing  packing  plants  in  south- 
ern Brazil;  the  Atlantic  Coffee  Co.,  engaged  in  exporting  coffee  to 
the  United  States;  the  Parana  Paper  Co.,  which  has  established  a 
paper  factory  at  Curityba,  Parana,  and  is  now  in  continual  opera- 
tion; and  American  Mercantile  Bank,  which  has  established  a  branch 
at  Para  and  is  now  establishing  additional  branches  in  northern 
Brazil. 

In  August,  1917,  the  Central  and  South  American  Telegraph  Co. 
was  granted  a  concession  to  lay  a  cable  between  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Argentina  and  another  between  Argentina  and  Santos. 

Brazil  Exports  Agricultural  Products  and  Imports  Manufactured  Goods. 

The  following  statistics  showing  the  general  classifications  of  ex- 
ports and  imports  indicate  that  Brazil  is  an  agricultural  country  and 
that  it  still  depends  largely  upon  foreign  sources  for  manufactured 
products : 


Product. 

1916 

1917 

Product. 

1516 

1917 

IMPORTS. 

Per  cent. 
0.3 

3ft  6 

i'l.i 

27.7 

Per  cent. 
0.2 

30.2 
46.  3 
23.3 

EXPORTS. 

Animals  and  animal  oroduets. 
Minerals  and  mineral  prod- 

Per  cent. 
1?.5 

3.8 
82.7 

Per  cent. 

Raw  materials  for  arts  and 

6.5 

78.0 

Total 

100.0 

100  0 

Total 

100.0 

•  100.  0 

Import  Trade  Shows  Improvement. 

The  following  table  shows  the  c.  i.  f.  values  of  imports  into  Brazil 
during  the  quinquennial  period  1913  to  1917.  The  total  imports  in 
1917  amounted  to  $209,434,487  and  were  larger  than  during  any 
previous  year  since  the  pre-war  year  1913.  The  increase  in  the' value 
of  imports  is,  however,  somewhat  deceptive,  for  the  quantities  of 
merchandise  imported  did  not  increase  proportionately,  by  reason 
of  higher  war  prices  and  high  freights  prevailing.  This  is  more 
clearly  demonstrated  by  the  quantity  of  imports  during  the  past 
five  years,  which  was  as  follows :  In  1913,  5,873  tons ;  in  1914,  3,478 
tons;  in  1915,  2,799  tons;  in  1916,  2,641  tons;  and  in  1917,  1,986  tons. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while  2,641  tons  of  merchandise  were  im- 
ported in  1916,  at  a  c.  i.  f.  cost  of  $194,582,153,  a  much  smaller  ton- 
nage, namely,  1,986  tons,  cost  the  country  $209,434,487  in  1917. 

The  value  of  the  imports  during  these  five  years  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing  table,    according   to   the   countries    of   origin : 


Countries. 


United  States... 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Argentina 

Portugal 

Belgium 

Italy 

Uruguay 

Austria-Hungary 


I9l1 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

$51, 226, 362 

$30, 075. 029 

$46, 968, 238 

$76, 238, 664 

$98, 722, 602 

79, 782, 3S9 

39, 693, 493 

31.886,695 

39, 667, 499 

37, 713, 580 

56. 973, 330 

25,734,821 

2.  202, 507 

86, 186 

227, 872 

31,900.321 

12, 675, 209 

7. 205, 798 

10,117,764 

8, 456, 017 

24, 263, 720 

15, 880. 369 

23,143.815 

•    27,364,520 

27,326,441 

14, 309,  S78 

8, 596, 099 

7,219,814 

9, 049, 044 

6, 810, 544 

16, 658  903 

4, 539, 556 

251,014 

277, 735 

102, 192 

12, 350, 55,0 

6,813,775 

6,382.041 

6,792.656 

4. 152. 127 

7,038,766 

2,514,895 

2,147,748 

2,894.720 

4.048,285 

4,921,688 

1, 625, 601 

IKS,  821 

1,510 

404 
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Countries. 


1913 


1914 


1915 


1916 


1917 


■Switzerland 

?ndia 

Newfoundland 

Spain 

Norway 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Canada 

Denmark 

Russia 

Chile 

China 

United  States  possessions. 
Other  British  possessions. 

Paraguay 

Japan 

Greece 

Turkey  in  Europe 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Cuba.'. 

Peru 

New  Zealand 

Mexico 

All  other  countries 


Total. 


839, 004 
676. 416 
820. 008 
112.036 
427. 848 
532,512 
427, 924 
323, 767 
571,258 
369. 109 
404,351 
164, S53 


$2,068,412 

1, 788, 501 

3, 345, 392 

1, 677, 091 

2, 711, 507 

1,417,711 

808, 596 

817, 660 

356, 399 

191,360 

218, 970 

140,094 


214,398 
350, 374 
174,418 
71,244 
63, 948 
54,  037 
30, 937 
11,176 
40, 199 


867,417 

175, 622 

46, 730 

8,434 

54,935 

35, 450 

25,857 

3, 005 

34, 457 


900. 587 


804, 241 


SI,  551, 623 

2,707,329 

3, 093, 329 

2, 107, 927 

2, 406, 520 

998, 4S0 

1, 283, 138 

1, 194, 186 

638,721 

60, 146 

97, 708 

169, 472 


260.  208 

323.800 

52.  J  S3 

15.,  751 

17,713 

3,439 

172 

14.2S1 

103,063 


1.051,984 


$2, 469, 489 

3, 155, 973 

3, 355, 192 

2,261,232 

1,981,393 

1, 159, 488 

2,525,821 

1,320,891 

1,102,938 

76,536 

56,950 

257, 904 

44, 395 

255, 257 

201,733 

112,096 

34, 209 

12.453 

3,802 

20,761 

21,534 

30, 022 

1,255,576 

373, 210 


326. 025, 511 


165,746,688 


145, 749, 024 


194, 5S2, 153 


$1,659,694 

4, 563, 525 

3,572,776 

2,826,369 

1,713,539 

216,299 

1,867,948 

1, 132, 831 

382, 244 

67, 162 

1, 028, 084 

18, 036 

51,396 

591,011 

306,880 

339, 699 

1,869 

12, 177 

2,660 

15,843 

7,722 

163,991 

919,016 

413, 652 


200,434,487 


"United  States  Holds  Leading  Position  in  Import  Trade. 

An  analysis  of  the  import  trade  by  countries  of  origin  shows 
that  the  United  States  still  maintains  the  leading  position  which 
it  attained  for  the  first  time  in  1915.  Trior  to  the  war,  that  is, 
in  1913,  Great  Britain  was  the  principal  purveyor  to  Brazil,  Ger- 
many followed  in  second  place  after  having  made  steady  advances 
in  amounts  of  merchandise  shipped  from  year  to  year,  and  the 
United  States  held  third  place.  During  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
1914,  Great  Britain  retained  first  place,  but  the  United  States  ex- 
ceeded Germany's  exports  to  Brazil  and  attained  second  position. 
During  the  second  year  of  the  war,  the  United  States,  still  a  neutral 
nation,  forged  ahead  of  Great  Britain,  attaining  first  place  with 
a  total  trade  of  $10,968,238.  In  1916  American 'exports  to  Brazil 
improved  their  condition  still  further,  increasing  $30,000,000  over 
the  year  preceding.  Great  Britain,  although  managing  to  keep 
up  an  export  of  nearly  $10,000,000  per  year,  had  lost  her  position 
as  Brazil's  chief  supplier.  Argentina,  by  reason  of  its  heavy  ship- 
ments of  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  became  Brazil's  third  most  im- 
portant supplier. 

In  1917  the  United  States  supplied  a  relatively  larger  amount 
of  merchandise  than  during  any  previous  year,  or  $98,722,602  out 
of  a  total  of  $209,431,487,  or  47'  per  cent.  Great  Britain  lost  about 
$2,000,000  in  her  export  trade,  while  Argentina  remained  in  third 
place,  with  practically  the  same  figures  as  during  1916.  Frame, 
occupying  fourth  place,  has  been  able  to  supply  only  about  25  per 
cent  as  much  as  (luring  pre-war  years.  Portugal  follows  next  in 
the  ranking  nations  of  Brazil's  suppliers.  Germany's,  Austria-Hun- 
gary's, and  Turkey's  exports  to  Brazil  were  insignificant  during 
ihe  year  covered  by  this  report.  In  considering  the  trade  with 
Great  Britain  it  must  be  remembered  that  exports  from  Canada, 
India,  and  other  British  possessions  are  set  forth  separately.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  during  1917  the  possessions  of  the  United 
Spates  exported  merchandise  valued  at  $51,396  to  this  country. 
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Imports  by  Ports  of  Destination. 

Brazil's  imports  during  the  five  years  1913  to  1917,  classified  by 
ports  of  entry,  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Port. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

$126, 957, S09 
88, 376, 191 
19, 555, 670 
13,927,110 
17,  710,  746 
12, 154, 548 
6, 395, 743 
8, 968, 027 
4, 621, 105 
4,631,380 
2, 776, 857 
19,9-14,316 

$67, 016, 888 

40, 090, 257 

13, 305, 291 

5, 913, 331 

8,  549,  262 
7,048,172 
3.131,24 
4,947,-542 
1,399,372 
1, 962,  522 
1,498,572 
10,SS1,1S2 

$61,048,272 

33,221,704 

9,957,379 

5, 627, 120 

7,543,703 

4,812,665 

2, 926, 068 

3, 796, 023 

971,497 

791,168 

1.249,083 

7,804,312 

585,922,147 
51,737,283 

11,878,224 
8,705,424 
9, 194, 160 
6,584,455 
4,332,599 
2,471,283 
1,366,094 
1,137,342 
1,293,025 
9,960,117 

$91,281,475 

56  886  719 

16  339  71 1 

Para  . . 

8  475  29S 

9,071  670 

6, 166, 125 

3,550,641 
3,797,250 

1, 386, 720 

867, 523 
1,850,139 

9,  755, 210 

Total 

326,025,511 

165, 746, 6SS 

145,749,021 

194,582,153 

209,431,487 

Rio  de  Janeiro  was,  as  in  previous  years,  the  chief  center  of  the 
import  trade,  and  the  principal  point  of  distribution  of  merchandise 
along  the  Brazilian  coast  and  in  the  central  interior  sections  of  the 
country.  Santos,  the  seaport  for  the  coffee-producing  section  of  the 
country,  takes  about  one-fourth  of  the  total  imports.  Of  the  larger 
ports,  Pernambuco,  the  center  of  the  sugar  industry,  made  the  best 
showing  in  comparison  with  its  pre-war  receipts  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise. 
Principal  Articles  Purchased  by  Brazil. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Brazil  during 
1916  and  1917  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles  and  origin. 


ARMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 

Lead  bullpts,  shot,  fuses, 

an  1  ear!  ridges 

United  States 

France 

Rifles,   revolvers,   pistols, 

an  1  other  firearms 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 


AUTOMOBILES  AND   AC- 
CESSORIES. 

Automobiles 

United  States 

Prance 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Switzerlanl 

Automobile  accessories 

United  States 

France 

Groat  Britain 

Italy 

Automobile  tires  an  1  inner 
tubes 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Motorcycles 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Solid  rubber  tires  for  motor 
trucks 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 


1916 


$700, 753 
642, 300 
43, 726 

314, 917 

282, 913 

18,308 

3,577 


447,351 

390, 515 

15, 125 

14, 737 

6,388 


1,762 
152, 175 

76, 548 
33, 807 
15,841 
5,845 

759, 40S 
427, 821 
56, 350 
75, 628 
198, 680 
31,640 
20,247 
5,212 

121,972 
70, 228 
4,  883 
46, 157 


$542 
536 


242, 
215, 
-  IS, 


1,412, 

1, 3.54, 

2, 

9, 


243,  793 

198,377 

13,358 

18, 691 

1,342 

886, 648 
633,  309 
84, 202 
59,494 
101,831 
21,750 
IS,  212 
2,895 

102, 842 

52, 928 

1,188 

48, 725 
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BEVERAGES. 

AJcobolic  beverages,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Fran  e 

Great  Britain 

Netherlanls 

Portugal 

Sweet  wines  (port,  etc.) . . 

United  States 

Spain 

Portugal 

Wines, n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Argentina 

France 

Spam 

Italy 

Portugal 


BREAD-STUFFS. 


Flour  and  meals, n.  e.  s.. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Switzerland 

Wheat 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Wheat  flour 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Cereals  and  grains, n.  e.  s. 

United  States 

Argentina 

Great  Britain 

Spain 


$604. 
232! 

2i7; 

55, 

78, 

1,292, 

37, 
1.211, 

5,219, 

3, 

55, 

259, 

179, 

993, 

3, 6S7, 


142, 861 

75,335 

29,513 

15,285 

21,44S,518 

1,272 

21,023,998 

123. 518 

8,  797;  685 

3, 855, 544 

4, 035, 450 

799, 570 

156, 4S3 

58, 556 

50,391 

3,997 

.  30, 732 


$301,029 
3,707 
09J61 
140,317 
13,939 
57, 068 
1,113,100 


36, 83!i 
1,054,S3S 


96,048 

78,15i 

6, 434 

83 

15,133,787 

52S 

13,577,181 

370,53! 

14,796,498 

3,939,288 

10,012,521 

640,106 

208,831 

30, 8  01 

156, 223 

926 

4,272 
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Articles  and  origin. 


CHEMICALS  AND  DRUGS. 


Calcium  carbide 

United  States 

Norway 

Calcium,  chloride  of 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Capsules,  pills,  and  glob- 
ules (medicinal) 

United  States 

France 

Caustic  potash 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Caustic  soda 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Chemical  fertilizers 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Argentina 

Chemical  products  and 
medicines, n.  e.  s 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Portugal 

Switzerland 


CLOCKS  AND  WATCHES. 


Alarm  clocks 

United  States. 
Clocks,  other 

United  States. 
Watches 

United  States. 

Switzerland . . . 


COMBUSTIBLES 

Coal 

United  States . . 

Great  Britain... 
Coke 

United  States. . 

Great  Britain. . . 
Gasoline 

United  States.. 
Kerosene 

United  States. . 
Patent  fuel 

Great  Britain... 

United  States. . 


COTTON  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES. 

Piece  eoods,  bleached 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Tiece  goods,  dyed 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

France 

Piece  goods,  printed 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Piece  goods,  unbleached. . 

United  States 

•ircat  Britain 

Pieco  goods,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

France 

Switzerland 

Surgical  cotton  and  gauze 

United  States 

France 

Thread,  cotton,  sewing. . . 

United  States 

Great  Britain 


JS4,234 
76, 197 
3,964 

181,591 
75, 533 

105, 852 

25,914 
13, 906 
11,101 
2,973 
2,973 


1,536,734 

1,066,130 

458, 687 

2,753 

733 

283 

147 

6,260,461 

2,495,242 

1,543,675 

1,600,219 

1S2,039 

184,484 

120,991 


38, 455 
37,922 
67, 927 
62, 484 
58, 815 
8,472 
42,115 


18,651,927 

14,867,596 

3, 776, 782 

79, 520 

62,687 

16,478 

2, 615, 364 

2,588,522 

5,777,681 

5,632,933 

1,193,451 

1,193,451 


821,  S81 

25, 653 

774,391 

1,951,120 

23,543 

1,873,673 

21 ,  098 

2,198 

318, 259 

3,900 

309, 038 

156, 002 

565 

154,106 

5,442,415 

474,525 

4,305,218 

156,904 

148, 092 

303,042 

114,537 

101,390 

8,92S 

1,724,809 

69,493 

1,601,829 


S34, 590 
32, 937 


165, 962 

160,927 

4,766 

90,972 

53, 842 

10,862 

2,247 

1,801 

384 

1,517,334 

1,133,720 

114,106 

2,208 

284 

365 

1,027 

6,016,952 

2,654,669 

1,322,686 

1,385,869 

174,331 

110,509 

199, 600 


98,207 
4,550 
80,610 


23,343,009 

19,087,107 

4,201,336 

82,638 

76,315 

6,224 

2, 516, 757 

2,475,521 

6,697,345 

6,578,538 

137,046 

136.712 

334 


1,041,236 

24.733 

984,172 

3, 158, 387 

108, 385 

2,966,839 

66,917 

3,887 

399, 623 

10,147 

384,453 

33,851 

569 

27, 288 

5,129,927 

1,508,470 

3,156,643 

94,165 

143, 542 

173,404 

95, 421 

86,886 

7,645 

1,800,883 

5  734 

1,708)806 
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COTTON  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES—continued  . 

Thread,  cotton,  sewing — 
Continued. 

Portugal 

Uruguay 

Washed  or  combed  cotton 

United  States 

Great  Britain. . , 

Waste 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Yarn,  cotton 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Manufactures  of  cotton,  n. 

c.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Switzerland 

Italy 


ELECTRICAL  MACHINERY 
AND  SUPPLIES. 

Dynamos  and  electrical 
generators 

United  States , 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Electric  motors 

United  States , 

Great,  Britain 

Switzerland 

Insulators 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Lamps,  electric 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Machinery,    electrical,   n. 


United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Transformers,  electrical. . . 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Wire,  copper,  electrical . . . 

United  States 

Groat  Britain 

Wire,  copper,  p..  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Wire,  copper,  uninsulated 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Electric  wire  or  cable,  n. 


United  States. 
Great  Britain. 
Italy 


EXPLOSIVES. 


Dynamite 

United  States. 

Canada 

Explosives,  n.  e.  s. 

United  States. 
Powder 

United  States. 


FISH. 

Codfish 

United  States., 
Newfoundland. 

Norway 

Canada 

Great  Britain.. 


$23,348 

20,500 

3,277,702 

3,270,962 

6,403 

19,320 

5,83S 

13,29S 

991,136 

67,602 

748, 029 

173,685 

1,682,159 
255, 523 
909, 756 
201,311 
131,984 
90,630 


83,080 

43,500 

313 

26,062 

123,465 

41, 753 

28,224 

40,060 

74, 626 

52, 706 

17, 060 

311.838 

237, 199 

14, 293 

39, 571 

1,126,311 

876, 35S 

118.284 

36, 830 

152,313 

130, 562 

13, 749 

355, 605 

341,578 

8.  830 

97, 10-1 

84, 024 

8,466 

30, 149 

27, 241 

2,280 

■149,174 
380, 534 
34,381 

25, 810 


329, 890 
204,153 
125, 737 
18,888 
18,288 
7,934 
7,  S90 


5.084,561 

459,001 

3,354,543 

1 43.  791 

798. 118 

316, 674 


1917 


$2, 071 
21,174 
102, 267 
93,785 
4,907 


1,046,192 
114,999 

807, 534 
102, 428 

1,669,549 
238,612 

1,000,951 
148, 124 
62, 599 
173,460 


106, 541 
35,817 

""55*337 
167, 800 
100, 297 
18, 198 
28,994 
101, 835 
71,319 
27,412 
454, 877 
369, 936 
17,494 
54,  824 

1,594,389 

1,348,925 

129,000 

23, 755 

107, 279 

90, 872 

4,169 

360, 502 

345,  793 

1,753 

159, 108 

148,  590 

9,320 

19,046 

19,046 


829, 595 

72!.';' '7 
IS,  1142 
21,115 


425, 670 
425,670 


22, 889 
22,889 
31,865 
31,865 


5,360,044 
450, X02 

3,570,409 
197,563 

97, 226 


BRAZIL. 
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Articles  and  origin. 


fish— continued. 

Preserved  fish  and  ex- 
tracts  

United  States 

Portugal 

Italy 

Prance 

FRUITS. 

Apples 

United  States 

New  Zealand 

Dried  fruits 

United  States 

France 

Spain 

Fresh  fruits,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Portugal 

Spain 

Argentina 

Grapes 

United  States - . 

Spain 

Portugal 

Olives 

United  States 

Spain '. 

Portugal 

Preserved  fruits  and  fruit 
extracts 

United  States 

Franee 

GLASS. 

Bottles 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Argentina 

Flasks  and  pots 

United  States 

France 

Tumblers  and  goblets 

United  States , 

Window  glass , 

United  States 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Glass  manufactures,  n.  e.  s . 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

IRON  AND  STEEL  MANU- 
FACTURES. 

Axles,  wheels,  etc.,  for  car- 
riages and  other  vehicles. 

United  States 

France 

Bicycles 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

France 

Boilers 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Cutlery 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Furniture,  iron  and  steel . . 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Iron  bars,  rods,  plates,  and 
sheets 

United  States 

Sweden 

Great  Britain 


16,253 
11,629 

1,775 
35,816 

8,249 
17,365 

4,462 

5,719 
66,514 
33,143 
31,995 
444,277 
284,151 
112,793 
36,955 
48, 174 
25,506 

3,844 
16, 478 

838,701 
546,717 
37,424 
223,147 


1917 


$849, 813 

$571, 81S 

65,410 

47, 535 

6G4, 109 

424,498 

25,9'3S 

327 

25,502 

10, 840 

253, 772 

159,471 

217, 138 

150,434 

25,845 

34S, 223 

343, 843 

27, 425 

25, 817 

98, 399 

74, 231 

152, 062 

193,002 

238, 624 

126, 905 

79, 361 

41, 138 

Si,  230 

27, 435 

21,67.0 

9,667 

50, 148 

47, 708 

242, 266 

150, 155 

258 

14 

191, 418 

58/177 

41, 372 

75, 730 

339, 888 

177,947 

8,892 

2,631 

94,293 

67, 759 

209,305 

97, 689 

16,231 

11,206 

11,378 

9,956 

1,607 

245 

141,943 

132,012 

61,376 

56, 382 

19,990 

6,320 

23,897 

16, 745 

29, 223 

43,624 

59,208 

55,415 

44,833. 

34,884 

2,964 

16, 190 

8,009 

9,277 

6,580 

7,039 

728, 551 

435,527 

418, 780 

166,  S41 

23,863 

48,073 

131,361 

171,821 

54,448 

1,595 

258,314 

283,764 

65,727 

103,505 

135, 036 

123.21S 

15,443 

30,912 

17,244 

4,549 

23,332 

17,391 

2,159 

18, 891 

3,355 

11,961 

1,716 

1,373 

87, 840 

18,966 

64,362 

713,007 

496,325 

159,787 

43.661 

58,943 

45, 098 

222 

13,059 

1,159,579 

937, 886 

1,381 

171,909 


Articles  and  origin. 


iron  and  steel  manu- 
factures—continued. 

Iron,  cast,  pig,  puddled, 
and  filings 

Uited  States 

Great  Britain 

Iron  plates 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Argentina 

Iron  superstructure  for 
building 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Franco 

Locks,  padlocks,  hooks, 
hinges,  etc 

United  States '... 

France 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 

Nails 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 

Sweden 

Scales 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Staples,  screws,  and  rivets 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Steel  bars  and  rods 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Stirrups,  buckles,  bits,  etc 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Telephone  and  telegraph 
posts,  bridge  arid  "fence 
material 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Tubes,  pipes,  and  fittings. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Typewriters 

United  States....? 

Wire,  barbed 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Wire,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Sweden 


leather  and  manufac- 
tures. 

Bags,  traveling  sets,  etc. . 

United  States 

Franco 

Great  Britain 

Belting 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Boots  and  shoes 

United  States 

France 

'Great  Britain 

Manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 


894,290 
60,684 
30,844 
535, 459 
428,442 
90,580 
12,865 

239,342 

192, S76 

21, 880. 

2,099 

213,525 

144, 797 

28,546 

18,996 

16,914 

288, 541 

179, 296 

32,490 

20, 532 

36,967 

18, 175 

63, 792 

42, 832 

17,709 

298, 854 

2.50, 622 

41,281 

5,256 

216,657 

105, 181 

92,474 

5,904 

149 

5,146 

561 


125,385 

52, 401 

72, 817 

1,245,377 

799,961 

401,771 

2,010 

207, 512 

204, 102 

1, 494, 347 

1, 480, 866 

1,320 

1,793,784 

1, 633, 391 

28, 150 

1,536,513 

522. 552 

781, 477 

95, 263 

72, 882 


41,564 

13, 542 

19,417 

1,955 

256, 162 

112,484 

131, 872 

9,120 

141,267 

127,081 

2, 161 

10,125 

283. 037 

51,075 

182,368 

25,083 


1917 


$94,401 

93,751 

642 

1,030,761 

963,578 

10,862 

54,398 

577,724 
497,659 
12,840 


408, 807 

265,304 

31,064 

44,117 

52,697 

334,344 

261,675 

9,776 

12, 883 

28,001 

13,710 

60, 257 

36,936 

13,339 

435,418 

383,475 

27,950 

4,396 

384, 206 

313, 424 

53,968 

13,989 

165 

13,452 

275 


60, 231 

59, 260 

971 

1,172,969 

889,272 

218,349 

1,077 

319,976 

316,822 

2,782,421 

2,777,924 

'2,096,047 

1,902,811 

58,788 

1,656,317 

789, 787 

677, 754 

77, 033 

21, 097 


26,510 

11,803 

8,967 

5,289 

226, 029 

120,387 

83,865 

9,712 

54, 423 

46,041 

1,475 

6,020 

380, 546 

23,911 

315, 722 

27,496 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Articles  and  origin. 


LEAtiier  and  manufac- 
tures—continued. 

Skins  and  hides,  tanned  or 
otherwise  prepared 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Sole  leather 

United  States 

Great  Britain 


MACHINERY. 


Agricultural 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Industrial 

United  States 

Greal  Britain 

France 

Italy 

Sweden 

Mills 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Motors,  gasoline,  kercscne, 

United  States .... 

Great  Britain 

Switzerland 

Motors,  steam 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Argent  ina 

Motors,  n.  e.  s.  (excepting 
electric  motors) 

United  States , 

Great  Britain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Presses 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Sweden 

Pumps,  hydraulic,  and  ac- 
cessories   

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Textile,  n  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Textile,  n.  e.  s.,  accessories 
for 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Machinery,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Belgium 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Sweden 


MEAT  AND  DAIRY  PRODUCTS. 


Bacon 

United  States. 
Butter 

United  States. 

Denmark 

France 

Condensed  milk. .. 

United  States. 

Switzerland. . . 
Hams 

United  States. 

Great  Britain.. 

Argentina..... 


$-1,951,587 

3, 559, 140 

705, S10 

33S, 346 

2,774 

562 

2,212 


163,273 

132, 223 
21,8C2 
757, 8C3 

2S8, 395 
315, 339 
54,315 
5, 190 
35, 105 
34,318 
11,282 
19, 734 
1,879 

214,309 
40, 798 

7,930 
14,507 
17,223 

2,193 
11,230 

3,437 

110,040 
39,910 
10,219 
18,074 
31.563 
18,903 
8,076 
9,4S5 


90,031 
56,320 
10,770 

283,958 
15,033 

251.269 
9,672 

512,953 

14,653 

456,072 

17,618 

1,001,537 

933,076 

330,860 

96,967 

2,995 

21,257 

.  82,310 

55,211 


18,845 
13,  128 
69,578 
979 
31,098 

37.172 
787,472 
127,388 

319.423 
7  232 

3  09, 057 
2,332 


$3,928,137 

2, 752, 050 

522, 042 

241,383 

906 

389 

517 


195, 771 
170,040 

11,924 
851,835 
487, 870 
229, 327 

83,712 
4,817 


38, 531 
7,771 

23, 592 
5,940 

80, 1C9 
29, 405 
6, 109 
43,015 
5,420 
1,389 
1,148 
2,359 

120,354 
03, 001 

9, 610 

372 

35, 727 

82. 726 

37,247 

1,891 
18,778 
15,364 

105,213 
75,  748 
11,108 

281,259 
15,033 

240,048 


2,305,932 
1,596.586 

223,278 
37,657 


5,823 
135, 764 
107, 972 


5, 798 

5,261 

8,903 

360 

8,149 


579,223 

393,402 
181,  172 
95,602 

42, 745 
19,207 
33,434 


Articles  and  origin. 


MEAT  AND  DAIRY  PROD- 
UCTS— continued. 

Lard 

United  States 

Argentina 

Tallow  and  grease. 

United  States 

Argentina 

Great  Britain 

Uruguay 

METALS  (EXCEPT  IRON  AND 
STEEL). 

Christof  e  and  plated  ware. 

United  States 

Groat  Britain 

Copper  eastings ,  filings,  etc. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Copper  manufactures, n.e.s 

United  States 

France 

G rcat  Britain 

Italy 

Copper  plates 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Galvanized  corrugated 
sheets 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Lead  pipe 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Lead  pigs,  ingcts,  and 
sheets 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Tin  bars,  rods,  aRd  plates. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Uruguay 

Tin  plate  manufactures 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Tin  plate  in  sheets 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Zinc  plates,  bars,  and 
sheets 

Unit ;d  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS  AND 
ACCESSORIES. 

Phonographs  and  accesso- 
ries  

United  States 

Phonograph  records 

United  States 

Pianos 

United  Suites 

France 

Great  Britain 

NAVAL  STORES. 

Rosin 

United  States 

Tar  and  pitch 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Argentina 

Sweden 

Turpentine 

United  States 


$27, 469 
22,362 
4,229 
171,844 
22,510 
102,736 
6,994 
39, 720 


27,291 
3,484 

16,451 
134,028 

99, 750 

31,801 
650, 651 
277,016 
156, 30S 
168,997 

30,  295 
254, 754 
193,538 

60,737 

631,049 
479,938 
136,809 

18,466 
666 

17, 782 

280, 799 

200,440 

20, 575 

23,013 

326,075 

50,020 

217, 426 

18, 372 

1,815 

37,801 

24,  ISO 

1,R34 

10, 458 

2,492,172 

1,827,817 

649,099 

73, 222 

50,116 

2,230 

6,688 

12, 283 


62, 156 
57, 147 
19,041 
18,907 
137,  170 
81,  191 
24,408 
20, 161 


790,615 

778,647 

19, 119 

10,  124 

3, 100 

15 

3, 994 

287,613 

283  185 


1917 


$10, 168 
4,917 
5,025 
103,881 
8,442 
47,693 
2,785 
43,932 


52, 267 
3, 974 

36,994 
253,407 
324, 287 

15,398 
907,751 
576, 677 
110,444 
136,080 

18,630 

434,634 

423,736 

9,886 

374,545 

352,797 

4,024 

1,612 

387 

959 

334, 522 

303,923 

10,447 

'"'307,'796 

30,450 

145,013 

3,618 

108,339 

38,083 

32,841 

3,236 

1,564 

3,970,171 

3,735,617 

56,311 

125,859 

121,861 

1,073 

2, 104 

153 


85,807 
83,122 
18,007 
17,000 
132,380 
90, 381 
18. 770 
11,731 


1 . S79, 770 
1,867, 158 

19. 74 4 

9, 725 

4,971 
2,  845 

1,403 

220, 646 

245,325 
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Articles  and  origia. 


Articles  and  origin. 


1916 


1917 


OILS. 

Fuel  oil 

United  States 

Mexico 

Grease,  mineral,  for  lubri- 
cation   

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Linseed  oil 

United  States 

Argentina 

Great  Britain 

Lubricating  oils 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

PAPER  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES. 

Cardboard  and  millboard . 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Norway 

Playing  cards 

'United  States 

Printing  paper 

United  States 

Sweden 

Norway 

Netherlands 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

France 

Sandpaper 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Paper,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Norway 

Sweden 

Writing  paper 

United  States 

Italy.. 

France 

Great  Britain 

RAILWAY  MATERIAL. 

Axles,  wheels,  and  acces- 
sories for  railway  cars. .. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Locomotives 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Rail?,  fish  plates,  and  rail- 
way accessories 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Railway  cars 

United  Stales 

Great  Britain 

RUBBER  MANUFACTURES. 

Rubber  manufactures 
n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Franco 

Rubber  in  sheets 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Rubber  toys 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Rubber  in  tubes 

United  States 

Great  Britain 


$1,375,154 

169,446 

1,024,627 

68, 193 

63,540 

4,294 

704.915 

62,953 

172, 420 

"    448,539 

1,834,757 

1,703,147 

112,980 


455,092 

129,043 

168,346 

92, 423 

14, 391 

8,177 

6,308 

4,181,707 

1,090,455 

S23, 898 

1,481,236 

267, 201 

4,309 

385,075 

70,441 

62, 580 

40,152 

17,389 

3,295 

1,585,106 

518,274 

108,561 

123,766 

302,376 

184,838 

209, 244 

320,219 

81,618 

88,144 

31,958 

76,993 


431.940 
291,908 
139,481 
90-1,088 
889, 518 
14,298 

608, 547 
520,576 
534 
35,626 
57,026 
20,440 
36, 506 


535,332 

270,237 

88, 405 

102,590 

18,976 

5,991 

9,693 

22, 421 

S.449 

6.692 

6,403 

102.050 

66,344 

14, 667 


$1, 160, 267 
240, 515 
865,333 

87,645 

84,941 

2, 195 

963, 489 

303, 213 

300, 703 

315, 160 

2, 189, 208 

2, 137, 994 

38, 780 


316, 515 

162, 936 

34,811 

34,300 

32,9S4 

4,386 

3, 366 

4, 930, 103 

2, 385,  410 

1,069,764 

1,045,359 

25,538 


248, 151 
74,443 
82,778 
36, 592 
36,092 
4,299 
1,369,1-97 
785, 289 
66, 166 
91,236 
117,441 
197,909 
6.5,850 
333, 027 
151,246 
28.343 
25,188 
69,915 


773,679 
741,705 
25,  ?55 
1,256,586 
1,239,514 
12,123 

755, 469 
730, 964 


20,900 
51,387 
51,149 


445, 224 

225, 218 

83, 104 

67, 628 

46, 624 

39,383 

5, 953 

18,866 

2,217 

9,*91 

5,358 

113, 695 

90,812 

15, 236 


SCIENTIFIC  INSTRUMENTS. 

Dental  instruments 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Optical  instruments 

United  States 

France 

Scientific  instruments 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Surgical  instruments  and 
goods 

United  States 

France 

SILK  MANUFACTURES. 

Silk  manufactures,  n.  e.  s.. 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Silk  piece  goods,  n.  e .  s 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Great  Britain 

TOBACCO. 

Cigars,  cigarettes,  and  other 
manufactures 

United  States 

Cuba 

Tobacco  leaf 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Turkey  in  Europe 

China 

Cuba 

Dutch  possessions 

VEGETABLES. 

Green  and  dried  vegetables. 

United   States 

Spain 

Preserved  vegetables  and 
vegetable  extracts 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Portugal 

Argentina 

WEARING  APPAREL. 

Hats,  felt 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Hats,  straw 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Hats,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

France 

Hosiery,  cotton 

United  States 

France 

Shoes,  rubber 

United  States 

Wearing  apparel,  cotton . . . 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 


$200,807 
156,399 
36,641 
72, 153 
57, 102 
9,419 
99, 701 
48, 186 
20,006 
19, 582 

157, 793 
42, 301 
105, 253 


177,714 

8,071 

96,663 

45,456 

8,943 

240, 199 

2,252 

151,638 

31,837 

13,105 

34,925 


26,668 

8,756 

13,848 

474,854 

112, 278 

1,878 

10,355 

129,187 

6,831 

115,010 


40, 301 
4,012 
31, 939 

295, 584 
7,222 
34, 125 
127, 920 
97, 893 
1,490 


6, 500 

448 

4, 560 

1,425 

119,779 

62 

16,  269 

31,569 

49. 882 
145, 090 

1,435 
104, 713 
6,004 
32, 581 
272, 791 
161,547 
48, 667 
23, 628 

22. 883 
425,466 

54, 514 
108, 530 
103,053 
120, 553 


$210, 018 
178,615 
27,782 
48,029 
34,934 
12,018 
106, 208 
64,211 
9,743 
13,612 

125,812 
36, 404 
76, 438 


130,763 
17,088 
59,636 
28, 298 
9,645 

304,639 
32, 513 

187, 109 
14,414 
16,696 
44, 093 


19,310 
3,270 

12,916 
267,375 
132, 546 

'  '9,444 
86,865 
2,879 
13, 271 


20,106 

502 

16, 522 

128,890 

9,147 

17,  S07 

8,590 

71,788 

11,837 


13,336 
1 

4,228 
13, 181 

115,733 

1,305 

16, 350 

45, 285 

38,482 

85, 558 

760 

49, 582 

5,686 

28, 133 

1S7, 751 
82,904 
48,685 
33, 027 
32,455 

433,487 
70,027 
93, 931 
83,453 

154, 798 
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Articles  and  origin. 


WEARING  ArPAREL— COn. 

Wearing  apparel,  lin^n 

United  Stales 

France 

Great  Britain 

Wearing  apparel ,  silk 

United  States 

France, 

Great  Britain 

Wearing  apparel,  woolen. . 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

WOOD  AND  MANUFACTURES 


Furniture 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Pine  lumber 

United  States 

Canada 

Staves  an  1  hoops 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Uruguay 

Woods,  rough,  sawed, 
planed,  an  1  veneered . . . 

United  States 

Paraguay 

In3ia 

Great  Britain 

Uruguay 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Asphalt 

United  States 

Italy 

Switzerlan  1 

Athletic  apparatus 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Boot  blacking 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Carriages  an  1  vehicles, 
n.  c.  s 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Celluloid  manufactures. . . 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Cement 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Denmark 

France 

Chocolate 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Switzerlan  1 

Cordage,  jute,  and  hemp.. 

Great  Britain 

France 


Dyes,  aniline 

United  States 

Germany 

Switzerland 

Emery,  stone,  and  glass 
poweler 

United  Stales 

Great  Britain 

Enameled  ware 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 

Hemp,  thread 

United  States 

Great  Britain 


$31,589 
275 

4,  862 
24,308 
44,281 

1,959 
35, 558 

3,304 
31,073 

2,271 
13,430 
12, 009 


62,678 
22,060 

20, 388 

7,452 

179, 940 

102, 444 

12, 888 

66, 974 

22, 493 

22, 927 

4,899 

24, 723 
6, 705 
581 
8,947 
4,248 
2,412 


37, 120 
10, 458 
9,153 


49,516 
11,982 
30,  504 
55, 333 
29,110 
22, 130 

38, 097 

29, 125 

1,703 

94, 903 

21,496 

65, 587 

4,827 

4, 327, 307 

1,036,658 

1,629,127 

1,031,032 

80,453 

21, 653 

112 

1,489 

5, 346 

11,400 

760 

155 

605 

114,029 

71,602 

13,338 

25, 805 

4,911 
3,346 

595 
124,905 
61,984 
32,005 

133,705 

48, 200 

75, 89G 


$28, 107 


9, 224 
15,413 
75,  727 

4,380 
OS,  711 

1,313 
55,005 
10,  288 
31,660 
10, 683 


70,  385 

40, 033 

9,187 

9,400 

139.015 

134,  202 

4,  S13 

89,  057 

20,449 

18, 403 

40, 945 

31,798 

23,112 

1, 330 


303 
6, 465 


72,  872 
24.800 


20, 759 
29,  749 
.540 
23,311 
f5,600 
28, 733 
22, 233 

38, 737 

30, 333 

3,397 

71,027 

27, 752 

42,913 

1,316 

3,838,909 

2,087,021 

1,121,881 

313, 588 

29,549 

15,8GS 

1,359 

1,802 

771 

11,386 

450 

53 

397 

921,510 

514,283 

191,  115 

120,  031 

9,018 
6,  51 ! 
1,094 


174,682 

61,021 
100,  SS3 


Articles  and  origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS— COn. 

Hemp  varn  for  textiles... 

United  Stales 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

nops 

United  States 

Great  Britain , 

Ink,  printing 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Ink,  writing 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Lighting  apparatus 

Unitocf  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Looms 

United  States 


Marble,  alabaster,  and  por- 
phyry  

United  States 

Italy 

Argentina 

Meats,  preserved,  and  meat 
extracts  

United  States 

Portugal 

Italy 

France 

Office  and  school  supplies., 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Paints,  dry , 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 

Paints,  prepared 

United  Stales 

Great  Britain 

Fiance 

Paraffin 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Perfumery 

United  States 

France 

Great  Britain 


Porcelain  and  earthenware 
manufactures,  n.e.s 

United  States 

France 

Netherlands 

Great  Britain 

Salt 

United  States 

Spain 

Great  Britain 

Uruguay 

Soap,  unscented 

United  Stat  es 

Great  Britain 

Starch 


United  States 

Great  Britain , 

Spain 

Tent  s,  field  beds,  and  port- 
able hosi  itals 

United  States 

France 


Tools  and  utensils  of  all 

kinds , 

United  State? 

France 

Portugal 

Great  Britain 


$457, 039 
53,944 

70, 824 

02,413 

243, 578 

130,963 

125,518 

3,817 

114,518 

60,979 

28,960 

17,099 

28,  802 

0,091 

19,884 

98.  960 

72,470 

247 

17,811 

38, 200 

38, 200 

171 .  528 
4  512 

150.931 


50,914 
8,190 

16,543 
13 

10.423 
169. 306 

89',  940 

41,902 

21,940 
276, 795 
107, 166 
5,506 
158,932 
52r>,  276 
190, 266 
317,49.5 

12,035 
141,316 
135,215 
5,362 
809,152 
121,950 
671,281 

51, 803 

944,495 

12.117 

43,232 

78, 056 

6S6, 654 

752, 181 

645 

203, 352 

120.215 

326, 195 

142,  291 

43,859 

83,027 

116,095 

8,944 

68,490 

30, 171 

50^ 
23 
516 

1,420,190 

50.390 
35,264 

793, 893 


$429, 654 

5,  255 

64,756 

28,316 

308,814 

180,308 

176,208 

1,365 

101,080 

5!),  127 

23,512 

25,979 

25,505 

0,233 

15,  706 


34,191 
29, 718 

218,474 


198, 921 
11,091 

27,470 

5,223 

182 

"6,853 


302. 257 

193, 680 

4,999 

95, 473 

604, 344 

210, 069 

302, 787 

10, 006 

82, 151 

79,700 

1,987 

752, 722 

178,624 

505, 072 

49,224 

1,230,563 

20,359 

33,043 

31,707 

1,048,746 

1,423,672 

'".<7o.;m 

211,831 

434, 108 

110,332 

37,  210 

59,458 

94,441 

29,358 

15, 432 

45,549 


1,955,189 

899,609 
61,612 
44,534 

938, 179 
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Articles  and  origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS— con 

Type,  printers' 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

Portugal 

Varnishes 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

White  lead 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Windmills 

United  States 

Yarn,  woolen 

United  States 


1916 


$23, 212 

0,247 

6,288 

1,507 

0,480 

159,  S83 

S9,508 

02, 975 

33,047 

15, 158 

17, 689 

8,213 

7,576 

614,039 

4,297 


$12, 340 

3,887 

4,967 

151 

487 

149,818 

88,576 

54,797 

33,151 

23,503 

8,056 

18,207 

13, 821 

1, 372, 671 

7,962 


Articles  and  origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS— COn. 

Yarn,  woolen — continued 

France 

Great  Britain 

Zinc  oxide 

United  States 

Belgium 

France 

Great  Britain 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Norway 

Sewing  machines 

United  States 

Great  Britain 


$6, 176 
562, 134 
030, 871 

36,000 
206,541 

24,927 
269, 066 

23,546 
4,804 

53, 774 

355, 537 

343, 802 

4,662 


$3,279 

1,339,755 

709,485 

498,004 

36, 798 


114, 166 
2,184 


38,417 

1, 008, 149 

1, 536, 447 

3,799 


Trade  in  Firearms — Market  for  American  Automobiles. 

The  United  States  during  1917  was  practically  the  sole  supplier 
of  firearms  and  ammunition;  the  imports  declined  very  heavily  as 
compared  with  those  prior  to  the  European  war,  when  Germany  was 
the  chief  purveyor.  Imports  of  firearms  declined  from  $4,315,327  in 
1913  to  $242,070  in  1917,  and  ammunition  from  $1,536,734  in  1913 
to  $542,071  in  1917. 

The  market  for  automobiles  has  been  resuming  its  former  activity, 
although  the  imports  during  1917,  amounting  to  $1,412,236,  are  less 
than  one-third  of  the  arrivals  during  1913.  The  market  was  accus- 
tomed to  receiving  European  machines  on  long  credit  terms,  and 
when  the  war  broke  out  the  market  was  fairly  well  stocked.  Grad- 
ually, however,  many  of  these  machines  have  been  discarded,  and  at 
the  present  time,  if  lower  freight  rates  prevailed  and  shipments 
could  be  obtained  from  the  United  States,  many  American  automo- 
biles would  find  their  way  into  this  market.  It  is  observable  that 
lower-priced  cars  are  becoming  more  popular  and  that  roadsters, 
which  were  formerly  never  seen,  are  being  imported  in  fairly  large 
numbers.  American  automobiles  will  undoubtedly  retain  a  perma- 
nent market  here,  as  the  styles  are  finding  favor. 

Imports  of  automobile  accessories  and  tires  were  somewhat  larger 
in  1917  than  during  the  year  preceding,  whereas  the  receipts  of 
motor  cycles  and  solid  tires  for  motor  trucks  decreased.  In  all  these 
articles,  the  United  States  supplied  more  than  any  other  country. 

Argentina  the  Principal  Supplier  of  Wheat. 

The  total  imports  of  wheat  declined  heavily  as  compared  with  the 
shipments  received  during  1916.  Argentina  is  still  the  principal 
supplier  of  wheat  to  Brazil,  the  grain  being  imported  and  manufac- 
tured into  flour  at  local  mills.  On  the  other  hand,  imports  of  wheat 
flour  increased  from  $8,797,685  in  1916  to  $14,796,498  in  1917,  of 
which  the  United  States  shipped  $3,939,288,  practically  all  of  the 
remainder  coming  from  Argentina.  The  total  tonnage  in  1917  wq 
109,959,  of  which  79,530  tons  were  received  from  Argentina  ana 
23,017  tons  from  the  United  States.  The  United  States  was  making 
progress  in  its  exports  of  flour  to  Brazil  until  the  war  broke  out? 


22 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   EEPOKTS. 


since  then  Argentina  has  been  resinning  her  former  importance,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  imports: 


Year. 

From 
United 
States. 

From 
Argentina. 

Year. 

From 
United 
States. 

From 
Argentina. 

1910 

Metric  tons . 
40, 655 
4ti,  648 
54,  840 
56, 929 

Metric  tons. 
108,359 
100,  .544 
109, 540 
103, 902 

1914 

Mt  trie  tons. 
(8,680 
70, 812 
39, 559 
23,017 

Metric  tons. 
62, 134 

1911 

1915 

53, 3.55 

1912 

1916 

65, 892 

1913 

1917 

79,530 

Imports  from  the  United  States  went  principally  to  Para,  Manaos, 
and  Pernambuco,  while  Argentina  supplied  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  Santos, 
and  the  southern  ports  of  the  Republic. 

Competition  in  Chemical  Trade. 

The  total  imports  of  chemicals,  drugs,  and  pharmaceutical  spe- 
cialties in  1917  amounted  to  a  tonnage  of  23,785,  as  compared  with 
25,811  tons  in  191G. 

The  imports,  classified  by  the  principal  products,  during  1916  and 
1917  were  as  follows,  given  in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds: 


Articles. 


Acids: 

Acetic 

Sulphuric 

Nitric 

Tannic 

Other 

Chemical  fertilizers 

Mineral  waters 

Benzine 

Calcium  carbide . . . 
Capsules  and  pills. 
Chloride  of  calcium 


1913 

1917 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

247,929 

312,088  ! 

155.310 

198.062  [ 

4,  563 

7,330 

9,  922 

23.599 

145,555 

163,411 

38,  909 

23,  562 

123,329 

94,370 

S,  537 

1,209 

834,237 

263, 022 

5, 238 

8,309 

992, 996 

1, 095, 979 
1 

Articles. 


Chloride  of  ethyl 

Glycerine 

Cod-liver  oil  and  emulsion 

Caustic  potash 

Soap 

Caustic  soda 

Vaseline 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1918 


Ki'os. 

25 

1,875 

37. 893 

1,818 

4, 950 

10, 327, 074 

117.508 

12, 757;  931 


25, 810, 599 


Kilos. 


995 

38, 786 

5, 216 

5,718 

7,497,199 

105,371 

13,939,453 


23, 784, 885 


The  supplies  of  chemicals  and  drugs  have  been  exceedingly  short, 
and  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  shipments  from  the  United  States, 
by  reason  of  war  conditions,  have  kept  back  that  country's  progress 
in  this  trade.  Conditions  indicate  that  there  will  be  keen  competi- 
tion for  trade  supremacy  after  the  Avar. 
United  States  Supplies  Bulk  of  Coal — Textile  Imports. 

The  war  has  changed  Brazil's  import  trade  in  coal,  which  was 
formerly  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  United 
States.  Of  total  imports  valued  at  $23,343,069  in  1917,  the  United 
States  supplied  $19,087,107  worth.  Although  the  c.  i.  f.  value  of 
the  coal  imported  increased  from  $18,651,927  in  1916,  the  tonnage 
decreased  from  1,021,487  tons  in  1916  to  818,327  tons  in  1917.  the 
average  price  having  risen  from  75  to  114  milreis  ($18.75  to  $28.50) 
per  ton.  While  the  United  States  at  present  controls  the  coal  trade, 
under  the  present  selling  methods  it  seems  improbable  that  this 
trade  will  be  retained.  Although  they  have  had  four  years  of  op- 
portunity, not  one  of  the  important  coal  companies  of  the  United 
States  has  found  it  expedient  to  establish  a  permanent  coal  deposi- 
tory, which  is  largely  the  secret  of  British  success  in  this  market  in 
the  past.  The  imports  of  coal  briquets  declined  to  an  insignificant 
value  of  $137,040.  Gasoline  and  kerosene  imports  were  normal,  and, 
as  in  former  years,  these  supplies  came  from  the  United  States. 
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Manufactures  of  cotton  showed  a  perceptible  increase  in  1917  as 
compared  with  1916,  although  the  imports  still  fall  far  below  the  nor- 
mal purchases  of  pre-war  years.  In  this  trade  Great  Britain  still 
holds  the  greater  share,  consisting  largely  of  bleached  and  dyed 
piece  goods,  sewing  thread,  and  yarn.  Great  impetus  was  given  to 
the  textiles  industries  in  Brazil  b}^  war  conditions,  and  many  finer 
grades  of  cotton  textiles,  formerly  imported,  are  now  manufactured 
in  domestic  mills.  Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  production 
of  silk  and  woolen  fabrics,  and  numerous  mills  are  now  in  operation. 
Imports  of  Electrical  Materials  and  Glass. 

Imports  of  electrical  materials  and  machinery  showed  a  slight 
increase  during  1917  as  compared  with  1916.  Switzerland  supplied 
a  larger  share  of  dynamos  than  the  United  States,  but  in  electric  motors 
the  American  article  found  preference,  the  shipments  amounting  to 
$100,297  out  of  a  total  of  $167,800.  Electric  lamps,  which  formerly 
were  suppied  chiefly  by  Holland  and  Germany,  are  now  being  sup- 
plied by  the  United  States,  about  10  per  cent  of  the  imports  now 
being  shipped  by  Holland.  Imports  of  electrical  machinery  declined 
from  $3,347,249 'in  1913  to  $1,594,389  in  1917,  the  United  States  being- 
credited  with  $1,348,925  during  1917.  Copper  and  other  electrical 
wire  was  almost  all  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  glass  during  1917  were  generally  less  than  during  the 
preceding  year.  In  1913  of  a  total  of  $761,721  of  window  glass, 
$437,537  worth  was  received  from  Belgium  and  but  $4,105  worth 
from  the  United  States.  In  1917,  the  total  imports  were  reduced  to 
$435,527,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  $166,841  worth  and 
Great  Britain  $171,821  worth.  Since  the  trade  in  this  American 
article  has  been  becoming  established,  fewer  complaints  of  bad 
packing  are  heard,  as  compared  with  three  years  ago. 
American  Steel  Products  Dominate — Leather  Trade  Declines. 
s  During  1917  the  imports  of  iron  and  steel  in  bars,  sheets,  rods, 
and  plates  amounted  to  18,321  tons,  as  compared  with  20,312  tons 
during  1916 ;  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  such  as  barbed  wire, 
galvanized  sheets,  safes,  cutlery,  padlocks,  enameled  ware,  stoves, 
tin  plate,  furniture,  structural  material,  nails,  telegraph  posts,  and 
tubes,  figure  with  a  total  tonnage  of  77,855  in  1917,  as  compared 
with  85,403  tons  in  1916.  The  United  States  was  the  principal  sup- 
plier of  axles  for  carriages  and  other  vehicles;  cutlery;  steel  furni- 
ture; iron  bars,  rods,  plates,  and  sheets;  structural  material;  locks, 
padlocks,  hooks,  and  hinges;  nails;  scales;  steel  bars  and  rods; 
tubes,  pipes,  and  fittings;  barbed  wire;  in  fact,  in  practically  every 
class  of  iron  and  steel  goods,  with  the  exception  of  bicycles  and 
boilers,  in  which  articles  Great  Britain  was  the  principal  supplier. 

Imports  of  leather  goods  decreased  generally,  owing  to  high  prices 
abroad  and  the  expansion  of  the  domestic  tanning  industry.  Boots 
and  shoes  are  almost  entirely  of  local  manufacture,  the  imports  in 
1917  amounting  to  but  $54,423.  Sole  leather  is  now  entirely  supplied 
by  Brazilian  tanneries,  which  are  also  commencing  to  manufacture 
uppers  for  shoes  on  a  fairly  large  scale. 
Insignificant  Amount  of  Agricultural  Machinery  Imported. 

It  is  surprising  that  imports  of  agricultural  machinery  do  not 
increase  more  rapidly,  the  total  amount  of  this  class  of  imports  in 
1917  having  reached  only  $195,771.     No  serious  effort  has  thus  far 
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been  made  on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  to  create  a  de- 
mand for  modern  agricultural  machinery.  Although  a  number  of 
agents  of  these  manufacturers  are  well-established  business  firms, 
the  proper  method  of  introducing  these  goods  would  be  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  local  branch  house,  carrying  a  stock  of  goods  and 
having  technical  employees. 

Dairy  products  are  being  purchased  by  Brazil  each  .year  in  dimin- 
ishing quantities,  owing  to  the  advances  made  here  recently  in  the 
domestic  dairy  industry.  Modern  packing  plants,  in  the  course  of 
construction,  Avill  soon  reduce  imports  of  bacon  and  hams  to  an 
insignificant  amount.  Condensed  milk,  coming  from  the  United 
States  and  Switzerland,  is  now  the  only  dairy  product  imported  on 
a  large  scale. 

In  1917  the  United  States  was  the  principal  supplier  of  metals 
(other  than  iron  and  steel),  such  as  copper  plates,  zinc,  and  lead  and 
tin  in  pigs,  ingots,  and  sheets. 
Tin  Plate  Requirements  Increase — Trade  in  Oils. 

A  phenomenal  growth  in  shipments  of  tin  plate  is  evident.  Of 
the  total  1913  imports,  amounting  to  $2,053,082.  Great  Britain  sup- 
plied $1,089,077,  while  the  United  States  shipped  only  to  the  value 
of  $211,788.  By  reason  of  exports  of  lard  and  butter  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  numerous  canning  factories  in  the  country,  imports  in- 
creased to  $3,970,171  in  1917,  of  which  $3,7:35.017  was  supplied  by 
the  United  States  and  $50,311  by  Great  Britain. 

With  the  exception  of  fuel  oil,  which  has  been  difficult  to  obtain 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tank  steamers,  receipts  of  oils  were  larger 
in  1917  than  during  1910.  A  considerable  trade  in  linseed  oil  has 
sprung  up  between  Brazil  and  Argentina,  the  imports  of  this  com- 
modity being  shared  about  equally  between  Great  Britain.  Argen- 
tina, and  the  United  States.  Lubricating  oils  are  obtained  almost 
entirely  from  the  United  States. 
Paper  Scarcity  in  1917 — Locomotives — Rubber  Goods. 

Although  the  total  tonnage  of  paper  of  all  kinds  decreased  from 
40,010  tons  in  1910  to  35,157  tons  in  1917,  the  total  value  during  1917 
was  slightly  larger  than  during  the  preceding  year,  indicating  the 
rise  in  price  of  paper  of  all  kinds.  The  scarcity  of  news-print  paper 
grew  serious  OH  several  occasions,  and  there  was  a  shortage  of  paper 
of  all  kinds,  which  made  prices  soar  in  the  local  markets.  The 
United  States,  which  prior  to  the  war  scarcely  figured  in  the  paper 
trade  of  Brazil,  is  now  the  principal  supplier  of  all  classes  of  paper. 
Whether  or  not  American  manufacturers  will  be  able  to  hold  such  a 
large  share  of  the  trade  after  the  war  will  depend  largely  upon 
prices  and  packing. 

Imports  of  locomotives,  originating  almost  entirely  in  the  United 
States,  were  considerably  greater  in  1917,  when  imports  totaled 
$1,250,580,  than  during  1916.  Those  imported  during  the  past 
year  were  required  largely  for  the  hauling  of  manganese  ore  on  the 
Central  Railway  of  Brazil.  Imports  of  such  accessories  as  axles  and 
wheels  for  railway  cars  increased  from  $131,910  in  1910  to  $773,079 
in  1917,  nearly  the  entire  trade  being  taken  over  by  the  United  States. 

With  the  exception  of  rubber  goods  in  sheets  and  tubes,  imports 
of  rubber  manufactures  declined  during  1917.  the  bulk  of  the  entire 
trade  going  to  the  United  States.    Immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
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present  war,  a  large  American  company,  holding  a  concession  from 
the  Brazilian  Government,  will  erect  an  important  factory  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  for  the  manufacture  of  rubber  goods,  which  will  not  only 
stimulate  the  rubber  industry  in  the  north  but  will  also  place  Brazil 
in  a  position  to  possibly  supply  other  South  American  countries  with 
these  articles. 
Miscellaneous  Imports.  • 

Imports  of  dental  instruments,  photographic  apparatus  and  sup- 
plies, and  scientific  instruments  all  showed  increases  as  compared 
with  imports  during  1916,  and  in  each  class  of  these  articles  the 
United  States  supplied  more  than  any  other  country.  Receipts  of 
optical  goods  and  surgical  instruments  declined.  In  spite  of  war 
conditions,  French  surgical  instruments  still  find  greatest  favor  here, 
owing  largely  to  the  fact  that  French  medical  books  are  employed 
in  local  medical  colleges,  and  also  because  Brazilian  physicians  are 
accustomed  to  French  instruments. 

Wearing  apparel  was  imported  in  comparatively  small  quantities 
during  1917.  Local  factories  are  now  producing  hats  of  all  kinds, 
so  that  the  total  imports  of  men's  hats  scarcely  exceeds  $200,000  per 
annum.  Italy  holds  the  bulk  of  this  diminishing  trade.  Although 
cotton  hosiery  is  now  manufactured  locally  on  a  large  scale,  imports 
amounted  to  $187,751  in  1917,  of  which  the  United  States  and  France 
were  the  principal  suppliers.  Portugal  supplied  the  greater  part  of 
the  cotton  wearing  apparel,  while  the  trade  in  silk  and  woolen  goods 
was  principally  taken  by  France. 

During  1916  the  cement  imported  amounted  to  169,836  tons;  this 
trade  declined  to  98,590  tons  in  1917,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  ship- 
ping facilities.  Although  the  tonnage  was  materially  reduced,  high 
freight  rates  only  reduced  the  c.  i.  f.  total  value  from  $4,327,307  to 
$3,838,909. 

Increase  in  Export  Trade. 

The  total  exports  from  Brazil  during  1917  amounted  to  $284,- 
113,693,  which  was  greater  than  during  any  year  since  1913. 
Although  war  conditions  caused  a  rapid  decline  in  exports  from 
$313,628,078  in  1913,  there  has  since,  that  year  been  a  constant  tend- 
ency to  return  to  normal  export  figures. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  from  Brazil  classi- 
fied by  countries  of  destination  during  the  five  years  ended  with 
1917: 


Countries. 


1916 


United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Netherlands 

Austria-Hungary . . 

Argentina 

Belgium : 

Uruguay 

Italy  

Sweden 

Spain. 

Turkey 

Portugal 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$102,43ii,3O2 

41,650,331 

44,333,640 

38,637,801 

23,223,993 

15,187,242 

14,830,127 

8,038,429 

5, 160, 203 

4,e62,253 

3, 190, 292 

1,807,307 

2,004,583 

1,587,099 

7,478.476 


$92,095,944 

31,853,200 

20,514,586 

17,976,842 

12,925,234 

4,496,811 

10, 626, 085 

3,299,367 

3,778,918 

7,045,062 

5,428,552 

1,258,462 

475,423 

1,950,987 

7,812,956 


313,628,078 


221,539,029 


8196, 965, SS4 

30, 90S, 703 

99 

29, 125, 296 

15,987,995 


$124,897,986 
31,062,507 


12,938,632 


4,415,771 

8,031,526 
23,161,167 

1,304,411 
13,362 

2,309,937 
20,496,043 


42,810,577 
8, 103, 148 


16, 125, 837 


255,658,S26 


7,099,898 
16,344,577 
7, 506, 215 
2,185,560 


1,500,166 
8,165,340 


265,801,811 


$130,987,909 
35,  SI 7, 290 


39, 272, 267 
1,496,946 


25,653,954 


13,140,747 

22,9.50,693 

382,201 

3,921,385 


1,310,838 
9, 179, 463 


284,113,693 
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Exports  to  the  United  States  during  1917  from  Brazil  were  more 
pronounced,  in  relation  to  the  total  exports  of  the  country,  than 
during  previous  years.  Always  the  chief  customer  of  .Brazil,  the 
United  States  receipts  of  the  entire  export  trade  have  advanced  from 
32  per  cent  in  1913  to  more  than  45  per  cent  in  1917.  Germany, 
prior  to  the  war,  was  Brazil's  second  most  important  customer,  but 
since  1915  that  country's  imports  of  Brazilian  products  have  been 
practically  nil.  During  1917  Great  Britain  became  Brazil's  second 
most  important  purchaser,  with  imports  amounting  to  $35,817,290, 
a  slight  increase  over  the  figures  of  the  three  years  preceding. 
France,  with  purchases  amounting  to  $39,272,207  in  1917.  has  taken 
third  place.  Much  stimulus  has  been  given  to  the  interchange  of 
products  between  Brazil  and  Argentina,  the  latter  country  increas- 
ing its  purchases  of  Brazilian  supplies  from  $11,830,127  in  1913  to 
$25,053,951  in  1917,  so  that  it  is  now  the  fourth  most  important 
customer  of  Brazil.  The  most  notable  increase  in  exports  to  one 
particular  country  is  in  the  case  of  Italy,  which  received  Brazilian 
merchandise  to  a  value  of  but  $4,002,253  in  1913  and  has  gradually 
increased  its  purchases,  year  by  year,  until  in  1917  they  attained  a 
total  of  $22,950,093.  These  increased  imports  consist  largely  of 
chilled  beef  and  other  supplies  for  the  Italian  and  Allied  Armies 
on  the  Italian  front. 

The  relative  importance  of  the  more  important  products  figuring 
in  the  export  trade  of  Brazil  during  the  three  years  1915,  191G,  and 
1917  is  illustrated  by  the  following  table  of  percentages: 


Commodity. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Coffee 

Per  cent. 

60.7 

13.4 

1.4 

5.6 

.6 

1.0 

5.5 

Prr  cent. 
53.  2 
13.7 
2.3 
6.7 
2.5 
2.7 
4.5 
1.2 
3.4 
2.7 
1.5 

Per  cent. 

3S.7 
12.7 
6  1 

Rubber 

5.3 
5.3 
5.0 

Meat 

3.6 

3.5 
2.2 
1.4 

Skins 

2  0 

4.7 

5.6 

10  4 

Total 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

The  following  table  shows  the  export  trade  movement  of  Brazil 
during  1915,  1910,  and  1917,  classified  by  the  principal  products 
shipped  from  the  country,  and  also  the  tonnage  and  values  received 
by  the  chief  countries  of  destination : 


Articles  and  countries  of  destina- 
tion. 


13c  ane tons.. 

United  States do.... 

France do 

Great  Britain do 

Italy do.... 

efi  igcrated do 

United  Shites do.... 

Great  Britain do 

Franco do 

Italy do.... 

Brazil  nuts hectoliters.. 

United  States do 

(J  rcat  Britain do 


Quantity. 


276 


152, 
76, 
76, 


Value. 


$24, 781 


149 

IS 

43 

1,530,399 

369, 295 

787,784 

is  612 

353, 707 

980,009 

506,125 

473,  MO 


Quantity.       Value 


34 
1 
1 

33 
2 
5 
4 

20, 
197, 
129 

68i 


594 
463 
138 
852 
023 
661 
486 
734 
l.'i'i 
985 
647 
368 
277 


, 110,  S02 
606,882 
564,527 
126, 131 
76, 276 
766, 221 
479,682 
141,414 
825, 692 
319,  133 
722, lit 
132, 188 
589,906 


1917 


Quantity.      Value 


93, 42S 

i  I  90 

34,656 

35.998 

5,  799 

66,  152 

951 

3,961 

5.184 

£0,419 


$10,145,615 

1,630,524 

3,645,678 

4,107,175 

605,  1"'', 

15,058,210 

215,852 

894,758 

1,166,429 

11,445,493 

1,778,964 

1    152,  L26 

322,  778 
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Articles  and  countries  of  destina- 
tion. 


1915 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Bran tons . 

Great  Britain do. .. 

Netherlands do . . . 

Coffee bags. 

United  States do... 

Netherlands do . . . 

France do.. . 

Argentina do... 

Italy do... 

Great  Britain do. . . 

Sweden do. . . 

Spain. . .  '. do. .. 

Cacao tons. 

United  States do... 

Great  Britain do... 

Franco do. . . 

Argentina do. .. 

Netherlands do... 

Cotton do. . . 

United  States do . . . 

Great  Britain do . . . 

Portugal do. . . 

Cotton  seed do. . . 

United  States do. . . 

Great  Britain do. . . 

Carnanba  wax do 

United  States do 

Great  Britain do 

France do... 

.  Diamonds 

United  States 

France 

Gold  bars grams. 

—       Great  Britain do... 

Hides tons . 

United  States do... 

France do.. 

Portugal do. . . 

Great  Britain do 

Uruguay do. . . 

Herva  matte do. . . 

United  States... do... 

Argentina do 

Uruguay do 

Chile do.... 

Manganese  ore do 

United  States do 

Great  Britain do 

Mandioca  flour do 

United  States do 

Great  Britain do 

France do 

Argentina do. . . . 

Portugal do 

Uruguay do 

Monazite  sand do 

United  States do.... 

Precious  stones 

United  States 

Rubber tons . . 

United  States do 

Great  Britain do 

France do 

Skins do 

United  States do 

France do 

Great  Britain do 

Sugar do 

United  States do.... 

Great  Britain do 

Argentina do 

Portugal do 

Uruguay do 

Tobacco do 

United  States do 

Argentina .do 

Uruguay do 

Netherlands do 

France do 

Denmark do 


20,987 

12, 585 

4,028 

17,061,319 

7, 194, 594 

1, 485, 994 

2,449,223 

269, 987 

710, 800 

413, 786 

2,333,386 

106, 329 

44, 680 

14, 813 

S,540 

7,068 

956 

3,761 

5,228 


$442, 067 

279, 913 

77, 102 

155,121,234 

65,317,338 

13, 705, 773 

22, 718, 007 

663,443 

6,  (>23,  427 

3, 809, 074 

21, 303, 248 

971,  SS5 

14,034,887 

4,805.349 

2,344,210 

2,301,274 

290, 539 

1,323,054 

1,374,159 


4,319 

762 

10,018 


1, 146,385 
181,814 
199, 409 


13, 185 

9,696 

1,000 

13, 03S,  663 

6, 577, 390 

367, 745 

2, 735, 953 

250, 424 

1,058,748 

574, 952 

002,  055 

145,814 

43,720 

10, 541 

5, 7S4 

14,542 

1,230 

2,508 

1,071 

35 

1,033 


3312, 543 

247,991 

19, 260 

141,401,869 

71,862,590 

3,869,211 

29,542,497 

2,724,781 

11,445,423 

6,388,721 

7,054,211 

1,594,824 

12,083.081 

4, 578, 226 

1,509,S08 

3, 948, 024 

332, 003 

731.585 

575,991 

18, 046 

557, 058 


5,725 
5,629 


$186,613 
184, 156 


11,762 


33S, 335 


9,286 
5, 897 
2,481 
3,055 
287 


4,564,523 

4,564,523 

37, 080 

19,796 

2,701 

1,310 

6.,  025 

3,386 

75, 885 

1 

58, 616 

11,071 

3,145 

288, 671 

266,  S71 

10, 100 

4,177 


186,055 

2, 399, 033 

948, 134 

1,271,583 

133, 305 

42,299 

22, 699 

15,600 

2, 390, 719 

2,390,719 

13, 259, 685 

7,471,410 

797, 794 

510, 085 

2,089,935 

1,150,981 

8,959,000 

167 

0,981,467 

1,669.280 

299,965 

2,632,427 

2,457,488 

73, 192 

180,740 


2,129 
278 

1,723 
139 
439 


35,165 

20, 776 

12, 682 

962 

4, 573 

4,470 

23 

67 

59, 074 

21, 929 

21,627 


1,52 

94 

98, 2 19 

13. 942 

66, 733 

52, 881 

52, 881 

44, 024 

23, 015 

33, 946, 432 

19, 229, 297 

13, 389,  S74 

693,310 

3,597.702 

3,524,381 

16,300 

52, 951 

3,607,452 

1,131.742 

1,389,863 


12, 931 

2,311 

27,096 

1,953 

7,302 

866 

3,980 

6,581 

472 


8-41, 095 
222, 247 

5, 656, 305 
396, 976 

1,508,438 
212, 268 
824,677 

1,358,838 
101,312 


11,761 

4, 167 

2,216 

1,324 

510 


4,377,893 

4,350,973 

45, 552 

24,942 

9,852 

1,749 

3,327 

3,334 

73, 552 

2 

55,629 

14,498 

3,371 

503, 130 

503, 120 


338, 293 

1,914,4.54 

1,033,071 

'  594,  200 

237,331 

107, 699 

5s. 677 

49, 022 

2, 290, 169 

8,275,530 

17,156,668 

10,  074, 706 

3,090,315 

704,027 

1,311,253 

1, 160,  4,39 

8,909.156 

236 

6, 71-2, 751 

1.840,296 

'  348, 997 

7, 080, 954 

7, 080, 809 


10, 005, 217 

0,291,079 

105, 122 

2, 104, 262 

301, 209 

710, 150 

252, 994 

2,034 

150, 482 

55, 022 

37, 930 

1,391 

11,857 

1, 110 

1.219 

5!  941 

147 

5,198 

311 

22, 882 

276 

22, 005 

3, 669 

2,122 

1,368 

130 


110,052,610 

65,  111,  158 

1,101,975 

22,011,070 

3,089,792 

7,505,424 

2,919,412 

22,923 

1,685,424 

12,021,095 

8, 163, 009 

321,009 

.  2,577,707 

233, 902 

251, 032 

3, 772, 055 

94, 872 

3,257,775 

219, 857 

592,700 

6,505 

586, 181 

2, 105, 450 

1,221,984 

769,390 

74,020 

370, 921 

242, 205 

67,716 


32,498 

17,886 

1,918 

975. 

5, 679 

5, 248 

58, 672 

31 

43, 747 

12,409 

2,422 

532, 855 

532,  ,855 


15,182,317 

7,817,114 

945, 747 

600, 953 

2,568.913 

2,104,309 

7,S86,576 

4, 141 

5,  822, 698 

1,701,097 

350, 249 

1,432,103 

1, 432, 103 


4,771 
31 

21 

154 

1, 342 

1, 126 

1,782 


298,725 

2,521 

1,698 

7,813 

81,304 

95, 607 

109,006 


18, 49S 


31, 495 

19, 965 

10. 379 

646 

3,758 

3, 555 

89 

87 

53, 825 

4,190 

16,232 

13,642 

1.884 

16, 1S7 

21,293 

399 

3, 574 

S92 

9,720 

3,919 

1,148 


110,784 

06, 122 

36,537,475 

22, 537, 668 

12, 910, 741 

594, 741 

3,951,312 

3, 718, 889 

93,994 

106,125 

6,136,542 

363, 9S2 

1,276,080 

1,919,041 

238,  "10 

2,180,112 

7, 277, 378 

167, 339 

1,273,495 

230, 938 

3,403,106 

1,289,77,3 

369, 888 


7,697 
2.043 
3,363 
1,406 
3,722 
1,136 
1,138 


33,979 

21.517 

11, 439 

605 

2.S97 

2;  716 

16 

92 

131, 509 

2, 284 

23, 30S 

62,785 

38 

34, 973 

25, 759 

293 

8,179 

1,497 

61 

7,671 

593 


1, 298, 013 

19 

557, 5S0 

173, 970 

183, 338 

122,315 

244, 221 

132, 049 

132,049 

23, 882 

23,007 

35, 997, 356 

21,109,589 

1,3, 806, 522 

561,710 

5,075,9S9 

4,780,565 

37,048 

159,926 

17, 193, 106 

841,728 

1, 6S2, 510 

9,228,958 

16,415 

4,938,030 

5,859,522 

60  355 

1, 733, 280 

474,101 

12,976 

1,6S3,907 

119, 291 
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Coffee  Exports  Show  Decline. 

An  analysis  of  the  export  statistics  shows  that  coffee  is  still  the 
most  important  export  product  of  Brazil.  Although  the  total  figure 
of  exports  during  1917  was  satisfactory,  the  showing  would  have 
heen  much  more  favorable  had  coffee  shipments  not  been  diminished 
considerably  by  war  conditions.  The  total  exports,  amounting  to 
but  10,005,217  bags,  valued  at  $110,052,010,  in  1917,  compares  very 
unfavorably  with  the  shipments  of  1915  and  1916,  with  exports  of 
17,001,319  and  13,038,003  bags,  respectively.  In  years  previous  to 
1917  the  United  States,  although  always  the  principal  consumer  of 
Brazilian  coffee,  did  not  reach  50  per  cent  of  the  total  exports,  while 
during  1917  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  reached  a  total  of 
0,291,079  bags,  or  nearly  59  per  cent  of  the  total.  France  imported 
2,104,202  bags  of  coffee  from  Brazil  during  1917,  as  compared  with 
2,735,953  bags  during  1910.  Sales  to  other  countries  are  compara- 
tively small.  England's  imports  dropped  from  574,952  bags  in 
1910  to  252,994  bags  in  1917;  Holland  and  Sweden,  which  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war  furnished  a  means  for  some  coffee  reaching 
the  Central  Powers,  showed  very  great  declines  in  their  receipts,  the 
imports  by  Netherlands  having  decreased  from  1,480,994  bags  in 
1915  to  105,122  in  1917,  and  shipments  to  Sweden  from  2,333,386 
bags  in  1915  to  2,034  bags  in  1917. 

The  total  export  of  coffee,  when  figured  in  tonnage,  was  less  in 
1917  than  during  1916 ;  the  total  value  decreased  about  22  per  cent, 
showing  a  decline  in  prices.  Santos  continues  to  be  the  principal 
port  of  exportation,  with  shipments  during  1917  amounting  to 
7,815,089  bags;  Rio  de  Janeiro  continues  as  second,  with  exports  of 
2,127,721  bags.  Although  the  situation  at  the  end  of  1917,  owing  to 
decreased  exports  and  a  large  accumulated  stock  at  Santos,  did  not 
indicate  a  bright  future  for  the  coffee  business,  in  June,  1918,  the 
heavy  frost  which  prevailed  in  the  coffee-producing  centers  of  the 
State  of  Sao  Paulo  caused  so  much  damage  that  thousands  of  plant- 
ers were  ruined,  and  the  diminished  production  as  a  result  of  this 
catastrophe  will  avoid  overproduction  for  several  years  and  keep 
prices  at  a  higher  level. 
Rubber  Shipments  Normal. 

Rubber,  the  principal  staple  of  the  Amazon  Valley,  was  second 
in  importance,  as  in  former  years,  in  the  export  movement  from 
Brazil.  The  tonnage  exported  during  1917  amounted  to  33,979  tons 
and  compares  favorably  with  the  exports  during  1915  and  1916, 
which  were  35,165  and  31,495  tons,  respectively.  The  exports  of 
1917  therefore  increased  7.9  per  cent  in  tonnage  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  although  the  value  decreased  slightty,  showing 
a  similar  situation  as  was  described  in  the  movement  of  coffee. 
Para  was  the  principal  exporting  center,  with  16,827  tons,  and 
Manaos  handled  practically  all  of  the  remainder,  shipping  14,034 
tons.  Exports  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  the  two 
principal  purchasers  of  Brazilian  rubber,  were  practically  in  the 
same  relative  importance  as  in  previous  years,  Great  Britain  receiving 
about  one-third  of  the  production,  and  the  United  States  two-thirds. 
Great  Impetus  Given  to  Sugar  Industry. 

Sugar  exports  during  1917  made  a  better  showing  than  during 
recent  years,  with  the  "total  of  131,509  tons,  valued  at  $17,193,106, 
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shipped.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  the  sugar  ex- 
ports from  Brazil  were  rapidly  declining,  and  although  the  country 
was  in  years  past  one  of  the  chief  sugar-producing  centers  of  the 
world,  the  industry  decayed  through  lack  of  use  of  modern  methods 
and  machinery,  and  in  competition  with  the  beet  sugar  of  central 
Europe.  War  prices  have  given  great  impetus  to  the  industry,  and 
if  the  reconstruction  of  the  industry  can  be  judged  by  the  amount  of 
modern  machinery  recently  imported  and  for  which  orders  have 
been  placed,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  foreign  shipments 
will  continue  on  a  large  scale  even  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
About  one-half  of  the  total  exports  in  1917  went  to  Argentina,  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  to  Uruguay,  and  nearly  as  much  to  Great  Britain. 
The  United  States  purchased  but  2,284  tons  of  Brazilian  sugar  dur- 
ing 1917.  The  average  price  of  the  sugar  exported  was  nearly  three 
times  that  received  five  years  ago.  Pernambuco  is  the  principal 
sugar  exporting  center,  75,119  tons  having  been  shipped  from  there 
in  1917,  while  Rio  de  Janeiro  (the  exporting  port  for  the  Campos 
sugar  district)  shipped  36,013  tons.  Other  ports  of  minor  impor- 
ance  are  Bahia,  Maceio,  Santos,  and  Cabedello. 
Domestic  Mills  Consume  Native  Cotton — Cacao  Prices  Low. 

Although  cotton  exports  for  1917  were  larger  than  those  for  1916, 
they  only  reached  the  small  figure  of  5,941  tons.  The  chief  reasons 
for  the  decline  in  foreign  shipments  of  this  staple  are  the  destruction 
of  the  crops  by  the  boll  weevil  and  the  constantly  increasing  demand 
for  raw  cotton  by  the  Brazilian  textile  mills,  the  production  of  which 
has  been  rapidly  replacing  many  classes  of  cotton  goods  formerly 
imported  from  England.  Pernambuco  continues  to  be  the  chief 
exporting  port,  with  exports  amounting  to  3,539  tons  in  1917,  and 
For-teleza  second,  showing  exports  of  1,099  tons.  Practically  the 
entire  exportable  surplus,  as  in  previous  years,  was  shipped  to  Eng- 
land. In  the  Brazilian  markets  cotton  prices  soared  to  as  high  as 
nearly  38  cents  per  pound.  Much  interest  is  being  shown  in  improv- 
ing methods  of  planting,  in  introducing  especially  selected  seeds,  and 
in  combating  insect  pests;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
at  some  future  time  Brazil  may  assume  its  proper  place  among  the 
important  cotton-producing  countries  of  the  world,  for  which  the 
land  available  and  the  favorable  climate  afford  every  inducement. 

The  total  exports  of  Brazilian  cacao  during  1917  amounted  to 
55,622  tons,  as  compared  with  43,720  tons  in  1916.  Bahia,  the  center 
of  the  industry,  would  have  thrived  in  1917  had  prices  not  declined 
heavily.  It  is  said  that  the  Bahia  district  produces  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  world  production.  During  1917,  44,537  tons  of  cacao  were  ex- 
ported from  Bahia,  6,203  tons  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  4,255  tons 
from  Para.  The  United  States  is  the  best  purchaser  and  took  37,930 
tons,  or  nearly  70  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Phenomenal  Growth  of  Manganese  Ore  Industry. 

The  manganese  situation  of  Brazil  is  very  interesting,  as  this  coun- 
try is  the  largest  supplier  of  this  mineral,  so  essential  in  the  manu- 
facture of  steel  and  munitions  of  war.  Exports  during  1917  were 
greater  than  during  any  previous  year  and  amounted  to  532,855  tons, 
all  of  which  was  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Exports  of  manganese  ore  from  Brazil  during  the  16  years  ended 
with  1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  aver- 


so 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


age  price  in  paper  milreis  (worth  about  $0.25  in  United  States  cur- 
rency) : 


Year. 

Exports. 

Average  price 
per  ton. 

Year. 

Exports. 

Average  price 
per  ton. 

1902 

Tons. 
157, 295 
161,926 
208, 260 
224,377 
121,131 
236, 778 
166, 122 
240,  774 

Paper  milreis. 
2S.3S8 
20. 629 
29. 086 
22. 673 
22. 05S 
33.828 
23. 708 
23.694 

1910 

Tons. 
252, 958 
173.941 
154,870 
122,300 
183.630 
2SS, 671 
503. 130 
532, 855 

Paper  milreis. 
22. 526 

1903 

1911 

22. 279 

1904 

1912 

22. 250 

1905 

1913 

22.250 

1906 

1914 

25.485 

1907 

1915 

36. 477 

1908 

1916 

58.641 

1909 

1917 

107. 503 

When  war  orders  for  manganese  commenced  to  be  placed  in  1915, 
the  price  immediately  began  to  rise,  but  the  greatest  increase  was 
shown  during  1917,  when  1916  prices  were  nearly  doubled. 

Hides  and  Skins  Exports  Decrease — Gold  Shipments  Prohibited. 

Exports  of  hides  declined  to  32,498  tons  in  1917,  as  compared  with 
45,552  tons  in  1916.  Average  prices  have,  however,  risen  from  1,580 
reis  per  kilo  ($0.17  per  pound)  in  1916  to  1,853  reis  ($0.21)  in  1917. 
Of  the  total,  23,277  tons  were  wet-salted  cattle  hides,  8,838  were 
dried,  and  the  remainder  prepared  hides.  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  the 
principal  shipping  point,  showing  total  shipments  of  10,874  tons  in 
1917,  while  6,232  tons  were  exported  from  Bahia.  Other  exporting 
points  of  less  importance  are  Santos,  Pelotas,  Fortaleza,  Corumba, 
and  Eio  Grande.  The  United  States  purchased  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  tonnage  of  hides  exported  during  1917,  while  Great 
Britain  was  second,  with  receipts  amounting  to  5,679  tons.  Diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  cargo  space  was  the  principal  reason  for  the  de- 
cline in  the  1917  exports.  Exports  of  skins  showed  a  serious  decline 
to  2,897  tons  in  1917,  as  compared  with  4,573  tons  in  1915 ;  but  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  average  price  prevailing.  The  exports  of 
goatskins  amounted  to  1,867  tons,  sheepskins  749  tons,  the  other  be- 
ing divided  into  deerskins  and  those  unspecified. 

The  exportation  of  gold  from  Brazil  was  prohibited  in  1917,  and 
the  output  of  the  two  large  gold  mines  under  British  control,  which 
formerly  went  to  England  (and  in  1916  to  the  United  States  when 
that  country  was  sending  large  supplies  of  war  material  to  the 
Allies),  has  since  remained  in  the  country.  The  average  annual  ex- 
port of  gold  metal  amounted  to  about  4  tons. 

Exports  of  Herva  Matte,  Wax,  and  Tobacco. 

The  herva  matte  situation  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  during 
1917,  exports  showing  a  decline  to  58,672  tons  from  73,552  tons  in 
1916.  Unfortunately  Brazil  must  rely  almost  entirely  upon  Argen- 
tina and  Uruguay  for  the  consumption  of  this  staple.  Efforts  were 
made  during  1917  to  introduce  it  into  the  United  States  by  a  Bra- 
zilian company,  but  the  success  of  the  enterprise  is  not  apparent 
beyond  an  insignificant  exportation  of  31  tons  to  the  United  States. 
Herva  matte  could  unquestionably  be  introduced  in  the  United  States 
and  sold  in  large  quantities  if  an  advertising  campaign  were  made 
of  the  merits  of  this  wholesome  beverage. 

Of  the  other  export  products  which  prior  to  the  war  were  con- 
sidered as  important,  the  shipments  of  carnauba  wax  diminished 
from  4,167  tons  in  1916  to  3,669  tons  in  1917.     The  average  price 
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increased  from  1,914  reis  (about  $0.48)  in  1916  to  2,296  reis  ($0.57) 
in  1917.  Fortaleza  and  Ilha  Cajueiro  are  the  principal  points  of 
shipment,  and  the  principal  purchasing  countries  are  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  and  France. 

Tobacco  exports  were  somewhat  heavier  in  1917  than  in  1916, 
although  less  than  during  1915.  The  average  price  declined  from 
1,424  reis  per  kilo  ($0.16  per  pound)  in  1916  to  910  reis  ($0.10 
per  pound)  in  1917,  so  that  while  the  tonnage  was  greater  the  total 
value  received  showed  a  considerable  diminution.  Argentina  is  the 
most  important  customer  for  Brazilian  tobacco,  and  France  appears 
second  as  a  receiver  of  this  staple. 
New  Products  Enter  in  Brazilian  Export  Trade. 

A  considerable  trade  has  been  developed  in  certain  exports,  mostly 
food  supplies,  which  prior  to  the  European  war  scarcely  figured  in 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  country.  Chilled  beef  leads  the  list  of  these 
new  products,  showing  a  phenomenal  evolution;  from  a  single  ship- 
ment of  1  ton  in  1914,  in  1915  the  exports  increased  to  8,513  tons, 
in  1916  to  33,661,  and  this  last  figure  was  nearly  doubled  during 
1917,  when  exports  reached  a  total  of  66,542  tons.  The  only  ports 
of  shipment  are  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Santos,  the  former  showing 
exports  of  37,318  tons,  and  the  latter  29,134  tons.  There  is  prob- 
ably no  other  example  in  the  economic  history  of  Brazil  of  such 
a  rapid  expansion  in  any  particular  branch  of  trade. 

With  the  establishment  of  modern  American  packing  plants  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Brazil  will  become  a  permanent 
exporter  of  beef  on  a  large  scale.  The  bulk  of  the  exports  went  to 
Italy  in  1917,  with  France  second,  and  England  third  in  importance. 
Average  prices  for  beef  have  maintained  a  firmer  level  than  most 
other  products,  being  719  reis  per  kilo  ($0.08  per  pound)  in  1915, 
837  reis  ($0,095  per  pound)  in  1916,  and  900  reis  ($0.10  per  pound) 
in  1917. 
Large  Exports  of  Cereals. 

War  conditions  and  demands  have  stimulated  the  exportation  of 
beans,  rice,  corn  and  mandioca  flour  from  Brazil.  Formerly  a  large 
importer  of  beans,  Brazil  commenced  exporting  this  product  in  1915, 
during  which  year  shipments  reached  276  tons';  in  1916  they  suddenly 
increased  to  45,594  tons;  and  in  1917  these  figures  were  more  than 
doubled,  with  shipments  amounting  to  93,428  tons,  valued  at 
$10,145,615.  France  and  Great  Britain  wt-re  the  most  important 
purchasers  during  1917,  and  the  United  States  was  third,  taking 
14,905  tons,  valued  at  $1,630,524.  Santos  leads  in  exporting  beans, 
with  a  total  of  48,666  tons  in  1917,  while  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  almost 
all  the  remainder  of  the  exportable  surplus  was  shipped,  amounting 
to  41,666  tons. 

Large  acreages  of  corn  have  been  planted  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  Brazil  has  now  become  an  exporter  of  this  cereal,  the 
shipments  in  1917  amounting  to  nearly  24,000  tons.  Maranhao, 
Santos,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Pernambuco,  Fortaleza,  Para,  and  Maceio 
are  the  principal  exporting  centers,  and  England,  France,  Italy,  and 
the  United  States  are  the  principal  purchasers. 

Exports  of  mandioca  flour,  which  is  now  finding  an  increasing 
market  in  England,  amounted  to  18,498  tons  in  1917,  or  fomfold  the 
amount  exported  during  either  of  the  two  preceding  years.     The 
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plant  from  which  this  product  is  manufactured  grows  in  abundance 
throughout  the  Republic,  there  being  many  varieties  cultivated;  the 
chief  exporting  center  is  Para,  and  the  southern  ports  of  Porto 
Alegre  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  also  furnish  a  considerable  quantity  of 
this  staple  for  export  purposes. 

Shipping  at  Brazilian  Ports. 

The  nationality  of  the  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entering  and 
clearing  from  Brazilian  ports  during  1916  and  1917  is  shown  by  the 
following  table: 


Entries. 

Departures. 

Nationality. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

718 
5 

4 
2 

101 

262 
38 
79 

214 
1,240 

192 
12 

513 

I'M 
3 
2 

85 

212 
19 

66 

46 

702 

100 

18 

1 

26G 

351 

IS) 
13 
11) 

71 

69 

292, 897 

648 

3,  293 

9,576 

152,805 

949, 123 

77.  270 

231.800 

834,413 

4,119,891 

565,086 

39, 976 

748, 923 

299, 355 

195 

31,641 

1,037 

4,381 

4,887 

109, 559 

32.507 

160, 712 

3,044 

8,211 

2,736 

163,397 

706, 058 

22,414 

183,096 

173,527 

2,215,346 

314,247 

57, 527 

3.  236 

661,047 

618,958 

719 

5 

4 

1 

6 

97 

262 

37 

79 

214 

1. 240 

192 

12 

275 

180 

1 

132 

11 

15 

14 

91 

72 

512 

23 

4 

3 

84 

213 

20 

67 

47 

695 

100 

18 

1 

256 

348 

184 
13 
11 
3 
71 
6S 

293,691 

648 

1,653 

8.20S 

1*1,024 

949, 123 
74,600 
284.135 
833,850 
4,112,909 
558, 096 
30,976 

161,552 

3,044 

9.851 

4,104 

153,575 

Greek  

706,  064 
25.0S4 

184, 428 

:  Dutch   

177.054 

■  English     

2,203,255 

314,804 

57.527 

3.236 

274 
174 

1 

132 
11 
16 
13 

90 

72 

751,582 

306,3:8 

195 

31.641 

1,037 

3.871 

6.486 

210,415 

32,507 

648. 291 

615, 879 

i  Paraguayan 

72,651 
936 
6.927 
2,  402 
130,976 
14,113 

72, 651 
93(5 

2,847 

2.402 

130.976 

13,316 

Total 

3.  0.57 
18,172 

2,  7.".  7 
18.959 

8. 605, 086 
8,  622,  774 

5,521.561 

8, 959,  259 

3,659 
IS,  250 

2.741 

is,  972 

8,601.8:8 

8.635. 101 

5. 490. S76 
9,006,675 

Grand  total 

21,829 
16,624 
5,205 

21,716 
16,  773 

4,943 

17,227,860 

16.864,296 

363.564 

14,480,820 

14,112,241 

36S.579 

21,909 
16. 664 
5,245 

21.713 

16, 77S 
4.935 

17,236.929 
16.867,401 

369,528 

14,497,551 
14,136,115 

361,436 

Great  Britain,  during  1917,  as  in  previous  years,  was  by  far  the 
most  important  foreign  carrier  of  merchandise  entering  Brazilian 
ports  from  other  countries,  although  the  number  of  entries  and 
clearances  each  diminished  from  1,240  in  1916  to  about  700  in  1917. 
France  was  second  in  tonnage,  although  Argentina,  which  does  what 
almost  might  be  termed  a  coastwise  trade,  owing  to  the  proximity  to 
Brazil,  employed  the  second  largest  number  of  vessels.  The  Dutch 
vessels  figured  as  third  in  tonnage,  whereas  Norway  employed  the 
third  largest  number  of  ships. 

The  United  States  was  fourth  in  the  number  of  vessels  which  en- 
tered and  departed  as  well  as  in  the  amount  of  tonnage.  Although 
this  showing  is  by  far  much  better  than  during  pre-war  days,  when 
one  considers  these  figures  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  in  1917 
the  United  States  purchased  more  than  45  per  cent  of  Brazil's  total 
exports  and  supplied  47  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  the  dependency 
of  the  United  States  upon  other  countries  to  transport  the  products 
whirh  it,  imports  for  consumption  and  manufacture  for  consumption 
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